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FOREWORD
By Professor the Rev, John Marsh, M.A., C.B.E.

Prinecipal

Mansfield College, Oxford.

I am honoured to be asked to write a foreword to this interesting
book, Politicians and sdvcationalists often remind their public that
there have been immense advencss in education during the last one hundred
years, and the public has a gensral sense that this is true, But the best
way of realizing the advances thet havs been made is to take a particular
instance of a given town and ses what the story of education has been like
in the lasht one hundred years. It has given me immense pleasure to know
that the pupils of Imberhorns Schocl have had ths initiative and vision to
set down something of ths stery of education in East Grinstead. I would
like to offer my own congratulatlons to tae Heoadmaster, to Mr, Whittle and
the scholars for undertaking such an enterprise and for carrying it through
to such good effect, I an happy to think that the schools with which I
was associated at the beginning of my own life are proving themselves to

be still very much in the van of educational enterprise and advance.



INTRODUGTION
J. Whittle

Mrs. Looker was more than a governor of Imberhormne School; she was
a very good friend to us all, Mors thean one of the teachers still at the
school, who helped to open it in 1952, can testify that she had an open ear
for personal as well as school provlems, Hers was no detached interest.
If Imberhorns was hurt, so was she; 1if the school rejolced, she joined in.

When & gchool magazine was first mooted she wrote a most generous fore-
word to it, She spoke of the value of good writing and of her hopss that
some of the contributors would bscome authors, She was delighted when this
hope came true before she died, A copy of Graham Poore's '"Rallways of East
Grinstead" was sent to her and drew from her a letter of thanks and encourage=-
ment, one of the last lettsrs she wrois a few days before the end. But that
was Mirs. Looker - encouragement to the last.

If an inanimate object can be said to have life, then that object is a
book; and thers can be no better way Lo ramember one who devoted so much of
her 1ife to the schools of ZHeegt Gringtead than to issue a survey of education
in the town in hsr memory.

The denigrators of modern youth are many, Perhaps they would like to
answer this question. What would you have dons if at the age of fifteen
you had been asked to interview the Dsputy Chief Education Officer, or to
beard the Head of the local Grammer Schoosl in his den?

That is precisely what a team of fifteen year olds has dons in the past
four months., Thay heve visitsad every school in the town and a few in the
distriet around, much of it in thsir own time. Every one was a volunteer,
If any reader should guibble about style or content, let him answer the
question.

To all the Heads of ths Schools concerned a very hearty thank you is
given for co-opsration so freely offered and to many others outside the schools
who have helped in many wrys. lMuch has been learned, but ons thing has stood
out - how interdependent we are, one with another, the Infants with the Juniors,
the Juniousz with the Seniors and the Seniors with each other, and vice versa.
Indeed the title '"Members Ons Of Another®" was nearly adopted for the book.
Mrs., Looker would have liked that.
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THE DEPUTY EDUCLATION OFFICER FOR E.LST SUSSEX
TALES OF THE FUTURE
"CHEQUER MELD TO T/FE OVER SACKVILLE BUILDINGS", SAYS
‘R, J. R, JONES IN AN INTERVIEW RiTH“HILARY ROBE,

SUS;U LINDFIELD :AND LYIMD:L DAVIE,

e e e s 00000 eCs e

On January 15th at the school, a teanm bf'reporters interviewed the
Deputy Chief Education Officer, ifr J,R, Jones, He save them information
that has been compiled to make the following report.

First of all Mr Jones told them about the primary schools of East
Grinstead, In the near future it is planned that Chequer Mead Primary
School will take over the buildings to be vacated when Sackville moves to
Lewes Road, The present Chequer iead buildings will be used as a youth
club. . new kitchen will be built for Chequer lead, and new lavatories
added,

< new primary school for the Hurst-an-Clays district is proposed,
which should have classes of thirty. The date cannot be given because the
Ministry of Zdueation has not yet approved the scheme.

It is plenned ultimately to extend the school at Halsford Park by
nmaking it into two schools; one for infants and = seperate one for Jjuniors,
uncer separate hend teachers,

No further secondary school develonments are envisaged for Bast Grinsteac
in the imnediste future, Imberhorne and Sackville are to be roughly the saic
size, with approximately six hundred pupils each, with a yearly intake of
about one hundred and twenty, The Grammar School should have an annual
intake of eighty nupils.

Then asked if "there were any plans to enlarge Imberhorne, Mr Jones
replied that there were not, but at the moment the school is slightly larger
than planned. The increasing secondary school population should be taken
by the new Sackville School, which will be larger than the present one,

The primary schocls are getting larger, which means another so-called
bulge will hit the secondary schools, The Grenmar School would take one-
fifth of the secondary school pupils,

It is unlikely thet we shall have a technical esollege in East Grinstead,
for the town is served by the Crawley Technical College. If the town grows
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phenomenally the situation would have to be reviewed, and East Grinstead
might then have its own college, To anticipate the future o site next
to the new Sackville has been purchased for a County College which would
provide compulsory part-time education for young people under eighteen
years of age under a section of the Bducation :ct which has not yet been
inplemented.

Mr Jones was asked if the Newsom Report would affect the schools of
Bast Grinstead. He said it would in regard to raising school leaving age
to sixteen. This was recouended for pupils entering secondary schools
in 1965 who would be due to leave in 1970, It is also possible that we
nay get o longer working day from 9 a.m. ts, 6 pemis instead of from 9 a.m,
to 4 p.o. In some schools certainly at Imberhorne, this already applies
to a limited degree, because S0N€ clagses are held from 4,30 p.m. to 6 pom.

Mr Jones was then asked about abolishing the eleven plus, He said
that the eleven plus or some other form of selection cannot be abolished
whilst we have separate forms of secondary schnols, He added that a Com-
prehensive school for Hnst Grinstead is not being contenplated.

If the eleven plus external examination was abolished by the Bast
Sussex authority, it might have to arrange tests in the Primary Schools
over the last three years of 2 child's life there. The Head Teacher
would have to draw up an order of merit and if doubt arose in any partic-
ular'case, outside judgement, nrobebly from County Hall, would have to be
erranged and further tests would be necessary, arranged by the Head of the
Crammar School, - These arrangenents seen cumbersone vhen compared with
the eleven plus exaninations as at present held.

The first C.S.E. examinations shoulcl be ready by June 1965.~ This
is a new exanination for Secondary Schools, Mr Jones thinks that this
is rather short notice to prepare for such an important educational devel-
opment and teething troubles may be expected in the first year. Panels
of teachers are used in the process of arranging the syllabuses for the
exemination,

The €.S.8. might ultimetely be a substitute for the G.C.E, at 10!
level but'not -at 'L' level, M Jones said that the new exanination
would not, to begin with, have the stetus of the G.C,E., but it is hoped
thet it will schieve a high standard of its own, and in time, replace the
G.C.E. : e

The syllabus will be designed for the . of the Secondary School
population, *'-The top..20% sl , Tor the tine being, take the G.C.E.,
the second 20j% should take the G.S.®, in four or five subjects, whilst
the third 20% should take it in one, two.or three subjects, In subse-
quent years, additional subjects could be taken and added to the certifi-
cate. The lower LO+ would nost likely not take any examination. The
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syllabus will not be designed for the 60% taking tho examinetion at tho
minimum age.

Whilst stressing the importance of the C,S.E., and the G.C.E, in
Secondary School life, Mr. Jones definitcly had the opinion that pre=-
paration for them should not shape the whole education a school has to
offer,  Education is for life and not primarily for cxaminations.

When asked about the shortage of staff in schools, Mr. Jones ss=id
the futurc supply of teachers was a very difficult problom, Even now,
56% of tho fiftcen-sixtceon age group is staying for further education
in Fast Sussex Schools and mors teachers ars nceded at this moment, let
alone later whon the leaving age is raised., iMore toachers arc being
trained, but it is unlikely that cnough will be trained in time for the
incroased school leaving age. The next ton or so yoars are bound to be
very difficult and tax the ingenuity of the local authority and the
tecachers,

LT,-COL. WOODS BALLARD, C.I.E., M,B.E.
ACTING CHAIEMAN OF IMBERHORNE SCHOOL
by Hilary Robe

Colonol Woods Bzllard is a Manager of tho local primary school and
has been a governor of Imberhorns since it oponed, The governors of
Imberhorne mect at lcast once a term and discuss the interosts of the
school, staff and pupils, and try to hslp the local authority to fulfil
their obligations under the Education Act, When asked if ho thought
that the work of the governors would continue in its prosent form Colonsl
Woods Ballard roplicd thet he was surc it would; +the governors took a
part in choosing staff, as thoy know the requirecments of the school.

In the opinion of Coloncl Woods Ballard tho prescnt tronds on cduca-
tion arc all for tho good of the pupil as they cater far better than ever
befora for children of difforont abilitics., When asked if the oloven
plus should bn abolishod he replied that if it wors something similar
would have to bs put in ite placn.

On leaving, my gencral improssion was that hore was an ideal person
to be a governor, With his wide and variod expericnce in tho Army and in
civil life, his progressive idcas and his youthful outlook on life, he is
an outstanding membor of the community. We are glad to have his service
at Imberhornc,
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EAST GRINSTEZAD COUNTY GRAMMAR SCHOOL
INTERVIEW WITH MR, PIKE

by Susan Lindfield

As I sat in the chair in Mr, Pike's office I had a feeling that I
should come away with a remarkable story of educational achievement.
I was not disappointed,

First, I asked Mr, Pike about the history of the Grammar Schcol,
The school is not an old foundation; it started its life in 1928 with
the title of East Grinstead County School, under the headship of !ir,
R. L., Treble, B.3c. By 1938 it had grown to two forms in each of the
first five years, with a small sixth year, Mr. Dawes, M.A,, B.Sc, was
then Headmaster, though for the war period when Mr., Dawes was on active
service, Mr. T, W. Scott, B.A. was acting Headmasber, After demobilis~
ation Mr, Dawes returned and remained as Headmaster until his retirement
in 1961, when Mr, J. C. Pike, M.A. took over.

In 1946 technical courses for third and fourth year boys were added;
some of the pupils coming from Sackville County School, This section
was enlarged in 1953 when a new technical wing was built.

1953 also saw the enlargement of the school with a third stream
for boys and girls. A very significant development at this time was
the establishment of a commercial course for fourth and fifth form pupils.

In 1958 the title East Grinstead County Grammar School was adopted.
Now in 1963 the school shows the general trend for pupils to stay beyond
the normal leaving age for one third are over fifteen years of ags; and
ninety-eight are taking advanced courses in the Sixth Form,

Altogether thers are 535 pupils on the roll. The schocl is full up
in some of the classes although there i1s room for more pupils in the second
year, Pupils come from a large area around BEast Grinstead. This area
forms a gemi-circle qnd includes Groombridge, touches Tunbridge Wells,
Crawley Down, Turners Hill and Nutley. Pupils also come from Surrey in
the East Grinstead Bo tal District,

Mr, Pike does not think the range of buildings is adequate. The hall
ig too small and so is the gym. He could also use another laboratory and
an extension to the kitchen and dining-hall, In time a new wing might be
added to the school and a tower containing a science laboratory. The new
wing has been included in the 1966-67 building programme, and should have
three laboratories in phase one and five or six laboratories in phase two,
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I asked uir., Pike what he thought about abolishing the eleven plus.
He said that there must be some sort of selection because each pupil must
take the best course available according to his or her ability. He 4id
not like the idea of children in the same family being sent to different
schools. I asked him what he would put in its place if it were abolished.
He suggested that everybody should go to the same school to begin with,
and then they should take some sort of test.

I asked about the possibility of a Comprehensive School in East
Grinstead-and if he would be in favour of it. He said it would not be
possible because of the new Sackville School being built. He would be
more in favour of two Comprehensive Schools, one taking children to the
age of sixteen and a separate school taking children over sixteen.

The educational aims of the Grammar School are much broader than the
mere passing of examinations, vital though these are. Mr. Pike Bummarized
the aims thus:- pupils are expected to leave school thinking clearly.

They should be able to get on well with people they like and dislike. Also
they should believe in world. government and have tastes in liusic, Drama,
Woodwork, Metalwork, etc. Pupils stay to an age of eighteen and a half and
some to nineteen and a half. Others can leave at sixteen and a half.

They can go on to Training Colleges. and Universities. They have been very
satisfied with recent examination results at '0' level. The new University
of Sussex has helped applicants and nearly everyons who wanted a University
place got one.

A fewof the old Imberhorne pupils have gone to the Grammar Schoeol.
I asked if Mr. Pike thought that this transfer was a good thing and if it
would have been better if the transfer had come earlier., Mr. Fike said
it had already proved to be a good thing for those who had come later to
the Grammar Scheol. The transfer would not have besen a good thing if done
earlier, because the pupils then were not doing well and there would have
been no point in transferring them.

The classes are not really streamed according to ability. ~ IEddividual
time-tables are set for older pupils. Latin, German and Spanish are taught.
The system of individual time-tables is much better because pupils are hap-
pier working at chosen subjects.

On the subject of 'Teaching Machines' Mr, Fike said he would like them
at the school, because anything like that is useful to pupil's education.

On the sports side the school has its own fields. They have hockey,
tennis, netball and rounders for the girls; and rugby, cricket and basket-
ball are for the boys. . Athletics are for boys and girls and also the
trampoline that comes for six week periods at a time. A swimming pool is

to be built soon.
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There is a strong social side to the Grammar School,  Throughout
the year there are meny dances, and at Christmas there are form parties.
Thera is also a choir, and plays are produced., The Grammar School also
has -its own magazine,

SACKVILLE COUNTY SECONDARY SCHOOLS

by susan Read

Public Education in Last Grinstead. is one hundred years old, Prior
to 1861 any childrén wanting education epart from that provided by the
Froe Grammar School had to rro to Forasst dow which was at that time part

of the local- parish.

© In 1861 the present Sackville Buildings were opened as National or

Churéh Schools on what was then known as the Slaughterhouse lead. The
land and much of the money to start the school was given by Lady Amherst.
“The school'was for the children of the labouring and poorer classes only.
The vicar and churchwardens were the trustees. ~

 After a transition period during which the School was closed;'accom—‘
modation was providedr for 473 scholars. Sackville was a Church School
just from January lst, 1861, to June 17th, 1875. :

September 28th, 1875, the schools having "been closed for a tine',
a School Bosrd was formed, Sackville remained s Board School until 1902,
when the County Council took over. Henceforthy with pundr¥,chungﬂs and
re-organisati ons, it was and 1s a Council School, <

At the present, Sackville has four hundred pupils on roll, and the
school ig full, 0

In 1959, when Imberhorne was opened, Sackville lost five hundred of
its elgku hundlod pupils. . The schocl wag then able to convert four class-
rooms lnto a hall, As it is at the moment, the School has only a small
stage,  and no gymnasium, metal yvorkshops, or playing fields of its own.

The pupils of Jackville come from the Southern and Eastern parts of
Bast Grinstead and the surrounding villages, which are, Fores t Row, Ashurst
Wood, Hemmorwood, iHoltye and Blackham,

. The classes are streamed according to ability (&, B and C) except for
the last year. . An increasing number of pupils stay on at school until
they are sixteen or seventesn.,' ihen acled, should the school "leaving age
be raised, .Mr, Neave repliod that he was not sure. - In his view, pcople
need as much cdicatidn as possible, but, he said, this was often supplied
in a better way, in a 1‘ob Children, he considered, only benefit by:stay-

®ing on, if it is first their own wish to do so, and sscondly their parents'
desirc
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¥r., Nezve's main educationzl aims arc at prescnt to give an all.
round cducation, That' is, to give those who have ability, every chance
of getting somswherse with it, usually by preparing for examinailons.

When asked'ilq views on the retention or bolition of the eleven
plus, Mr, Neave asked what was meant by abolition. He said that if 1t
wore abolished, children would still have to be selected for different
kinds of szcondary sducation unless the present sy5ubm was replaced by
Comprehensive Schools, '

Mr. Meave will be vory glad to move to his new school buildings
whore, he sald, due to great improvemonts, i.e, having a mctal work shop,
gymnaslum, bgtuuf laboratoriss etec., the work of his pupils should be
aven better than it is now. In tha new building, though, they will be
more sproad out than thsy aré at nresent. Thig, I talnk, is one of the
things that h: regrets, Lnd will miss the homaly atmosphere of the pres—
ent school, = £ new building could mean boing on e less personal relation-
ship with the pupils.

then askad whether he thought that the School's examination results
jerc satisfactory, he said that bearing in mind the school's great diffi-
culties, the results wers good, thie pupils, he said, had not the same
chance in an old building; for instance, they have ncver bssen able to
enter anyone for metalwork, and very few for physics and chemistry, because
of the lack of suitabls facilities, However, sackville hed bassn one of
the first seccondary modern schools in the County to develop G.C,d. courscs.

Sackville being = smsller school, also has stafiing probloms; for
example; 1f one member of staff is away, thrlu maf be no replacement for
teaching examination children as there would b in a larper school.

A previous pupil of Sackville, after tzing an advenced course clse-
where, is now at King's Collegs, London University, studying for an honouru
degree in physics. Next yoar, it is hoped that another will entor Vyo
College,; Lordon Univursity, to stuly horticulture,

With regard to the Newsom Report, ir, Neave said that some of the
suggestions were alrcady boing carried out, in that pupils visit during ths
day, factories, shops; ete. This is done; so as to give them a wider view
of the work-a-day world and is chiefly for those not talking examinations,
But he pointed out many schools were carrying out similar projects,

Wircless programmes have buecn used at Saclvills elmost as long as the
B.B.C, has broadecagt them. In recent years 1.V. programmes have added
their variety to the school's work,

In spite of the great difficulties Sackville has had to face, clubs
end sociebics have flourished, thore being as many as twslve of one sort
or enother, Drama always ha3 had a high place of honour; sonctimes at
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Baster eight or more plays have been produced for the annucl festival,
This year for Christmas, a play written by bMiss Emptage, & teacher at the
school,  was apprecisted.

The annusl sports day always sees a high sbandard of athletics.
The School has hed for many years to borrow the Grammar School's ground
in 7indmill Lene, having no pleying fields of ils own. This makes the.
high standard all the more renarkable. Tootbell, cricket, tennis and
netbzll are 211 played in county competitlons. The U,D.C, grounds are
hired. Sport 1g one aspect of achonl life thet will benefit greatly
from the new premiscs in Lewes Road later in 1964, It is worth recall-
ing that Graham Cooper, the Susscx County Cricketer, is an old Saclwville
boy. i

dackville is the modern name of the town's oldsst state school.
Tts record is nothing short of marvellour when ong considers the great
chenges that have taken place in the educational world. We can only
wish Mr. Neave and his staff a future in koeping with the greatness of
the past, in the new sackville building.

TMBERHGRNE COUNTY SECONDARY SCHOOL

By Lynda Davis

I asked him hew the Newsom Report would affect his school, “lhere is
nothing, " he replied, "in the revort which we at Imberhorne are not moving
towards or have not alrsady achieved.®

L smile broadened the face of wp. Scott, Tmberhorne's Headmaster when

When I asked Mr, Scott if he preferred having the school in abiliby
streams or as it is now, he told mo that Imberhorns was the fourth school
he had changed from streaming. . He believas that it is impossible to group
children for esvery subjsct. Childraen that have the some ability in
English often have different ebilitios in mathematics. He thinks that
most pupils work to their bost ability in the same group as their personal
friends: he also thinks that in an unstreamed class that the morc able
can help the less able, This bscomes co-operation rather than competition -
Christianity in practice.

T
F—

lir. dcott said that he has only ons cducesional aim and that is to hoelp

all pupils to becoms as finc men and women as pos:sible. I then asked him
to what age he hoped his pupils would stay at school. His reply was;

Wuntil school czn do no morz for them.®  LEo continued by saying that this
would probably mean the pupils steying on until seventean or eighteaen,
cither st Imberhorns, & Grammar School or 2 Technical College.
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Mr, Scott said th t there would cvrtainly be a number of uuplls who
would get good G.C.... results and it is hopad that soon there will be a
way to hplp avary pupll t2 develop, No ons must be bored with work or
lﬁlsufu.

L then asked br. Scott what plans he had for ths futurs., = s told
me that he had no plans excapt to onsure that the school will always
endeavour to bocome the avanuec through which svery pupil can proczed to
a fullsr lifae, He also wants to hulp the school 5 give a better ger-
vico to parents and the comaunity,

When I asked dr. Scott whether he thought the sch-ol was big snough
for the future he szid that if ho wzs surs that no more than one hundred
and twenty pupils ars registercd at Imbe rbornu each year the size of the
school ig idesl. Hu'said that therz wa 3 nothing which he was not heppy
about but thvﬁp arc a few thlpns Jthﬂ r‘oulu bz ﬂodlflud.

Recarding homework, br., Scott seid that the school day is tos short

and homowork was egscential, FHe add:zd that thore was a ulnd of homawork
which should be done duflrg lolld"yo and should be dosipned to koep the
pupil in touch with the work of tho previous tern, He also ihihks that

the Christmas holidays should bs a completa brozk without homeowork,
faster holidays are a good time for rovision bscausc the summer term is
broken by many social functions like 3ports Day.

Talking of 3ports, mr. Scott seid they oupht to pley a tremendous
part in school lifs, Ho is convinced that not cnough peopls gzt cnjoy-
ment out of playing an activa part in team sports.

As for social 1life, Mr., Scott that he would hslp this by forming

sai
socleties whenevor tho pupils requast t

kr. Scott, as we know, is very ksen on drama, He told me that he
thinks it will bs succsssful at Inbbrnnrnb bacause thsre are a numbor ot .
prnm151ng actors and actrossas. “gcuntlj they have béen up to London
S0 see "The Mastors" (by C. P. Snow at the Piccadilly fhuutru) a play they
will soon perform at school. :

Whon I asked Mr, Scot: tn compars standards of ’duc;jiﬁn in Sussex
with those in Blrm1nrhﬁn he said that it was difficult +o Judge but he
thinks therc is vary little differenco,

Imberhorne is not yeot five ysars old, fhe school opened in 1959
under the headship of mr, v, ‘M, tieDermott, E.A,, who steyed until Christ-
mas 1962, During this time tho school sebtlad down with a stoady pattern
of herd work., For & term Mrs, franca, the Deputy Head, took charge, un-
til ¥r, ¥. R. weott, the pressnt Headmaster, was abls to take up his post.

Undsr Mr. MeDermott the schosl wes Streamed for ability, but iMr. Scott
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has changsd all thet. The first year children form the Lowar School,
the second and third yvaars form the Middle School and the romeindér the |
Upper 3chool, No clesses are shtreamed in the Lower and Middle sSchools,
the emphasis being placed on ths social neseds of the children, In the
Upper ochool the pupils are given, as fer as possible, a choice of sub-
jects, so that individuzl preferances can bs made, In the Upper Fifth
and Sixth years each pupil has what 1s to all intents and purposes a
personal timetable, designed to help to the utmost in the preparation
for cxternal cxaminstions and 1lifs after the schoonl period is ended.

Commercial subjscts play a large nart in tho Upper School, Typa-
writing and Sherthand lessons Jugln in the Lower Fifth and pupils are

2

entered for R.S5.4. examinations.

The school offers a very wide range of courses. Woocdwork, metal-
work, needlewcrk, domcstic sciencs and rural studies give a practical
balance to the more academic subjescts ons expects to find in schools.
French, for the moment, is the only foreign langusgs taughu.

Physical training is well looked aftar. Thae school has & well-
equipped gymnasium and some ten acres of playing ficlds where football,
hocley, cricket and tgnnig teams from meny schools are entertained in
competitive matches, Ann Preston, Imberhorne's outstanding athlete,
is now a momber of the Sussex County Athlstic team.

The school has a flourishing mapazine, ths Imberhorne. sdvertiser,
which appears from time to time on a large notice bozrd in the corridor,
and once a ysar in duplicated form, Ths mest ent*rprising cffort to
date is a separate booklet,; The Raillways of Zast Grinstead, by Graham
Poore, assisted by a small group of friends.

Would you 1lku to see¢ the sechool leaving age raised to sixteen?

Recently we askad the staff of Imberhorne Secondary School for their
views on this vexed qusstion, 32% of thae tesachors werse in favour of
raiging it to sixteen or even more, but 24% would 1like to ses it reduced
to fourteen.

The majority, 92%, think that regardless of ths gtatutory age, be
it fourteen, fifteen or sixtecn, it is better to let children stay over

the normal leaving age 1f they wilshed. The staff realise thse hardship

that a longer stay at schaool c,uli mean to parents and so many 84% would

like to see financial aid given to them in the form of increased family
creased income tax concessions.

allowsnees for older school childran, or in
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AN INTERVIEW WITH THE HaADMISTRESS 31 CFWILL SCHOOL

by i, Ralph

T ‘mat tirs, Dulke ths leadmistress of Blackwell Junior Schonl at about
two a'clock and shs took me into her

£ E
offica,

From our qusstions and convarsation I found that the Junior School
was opened in 1955 — oight ysars ago - and thsrcfore there is a short
history of the school. since thon two new classrooms have been added.
These ware started in Jonuary 1958 and occupicd in September of the sams
yoar when children from Hemmer ‘ood Schnol came when the lattsr was closed.
There wore ons hundrad childrsn from Chequer Mead Junior School who also
caine to Blackwsll,

This yoar the school is comfortably full with 293 on roll. The
childrsn come from the area of Stons Juarry and Blsciwell Istates, lMorth
and West of tho town, including ths Brooklands Zstate. Thzre-ars also
thrae Special Classses for childron who need more individual teaching.
Thess children coma from schools in Zast Grinstead and from ths surroun-
ding villapos of Crawlsy Down, Copthorns, Turnars Hill and J2st Hoathly.

The childron ars partly streamed on ebility and portly by recommsn—
dation from the toachers and Headmistrass of the Infants school.. In all
classecs redio is ugsd in &caching.

Mrg. Duke thinks thst if childron have to be sclscted for Scecondary
educstion, thon soms form of examinabion must be taken, The tests used
et prescnt, with roports on work and progress throughout the primary
school, give results that zre fairly satisfactory. Many of the children
who have beon transferrsd to tho Secondary liodern Schools have done well
and an occasional one has continucd with advenced work at the Grammar
School later on, ' '

Tho school buildinegs at the moment are satisfactory; but if anything
could be added, mrs. Duks would ask for a hard pley-ground on the South
side to give betier shelier and warmth, #1lsn, she would liks to have
the swimming pcol incorporated into a covsred bullding, A ericket table
would be an advantage if added to the fairly good sporbs facilities.
These elrsady include thres football pitchsos; one netball pitch and ons
long jump pit. Facilities for indoor gamss ar:s good,

Tha school ig adoquatcsly staffod, although ties. Duke foels that an
extra toeacher would bs welcome. Tha juniors ara, she says; in classas
that are too largs. : :

Mirs, Dults would liks the school to have smaller clesses so thab aach
child could have morz individusl abtiontion. Shc would 1like the school to
stay small so that shs could continus to know personally 211 her pupils
and their parsnbs,
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SPECTLL EDUCATION IN EAST GRINSTEAD

It is an unfortunatc fact that seven out of svery hundred school
children are in ncsd of gpocial aducalion, For a varicty of rcasons
they have fallen bohind their follows and cannot hope to kscp up with
them in acadcmic work. Unlecss somsthing is donc for them school be-
comes incrcasingly a place bto dread beecause all it can do is to show
up their weaknesses,  They nsed hel: '

Fortunately help is available in East Grinstead, for those of
primary school age at Blackwsll, and for the seniors at Sackville and
Imberhorns,

The unit at Blackwell is virtually a school within a school. There
arc thrae classes for children aged seven to twslve, and as we write
fifty-four childrsn take part. They coms from all ths primary schools
in the town, and from Crawlsy Down, Copthornc, West Hoathly and Turners
Hill in ths Zast Sussex Administretive arsa, and from Felbridges, Dormans
Land snd EBElindlcy tsath in the ourrcy arca.

No attempt 1s mazde to foree the childron to catch up with othors of
brighter intellect. Instzad they are gontly urged along as fast as they

arc able, Ihe small size of ths classes snablcs the teachars to freat
each child as =n individual, glving cach onc ths athontian noaded. In

gamos, r.m., and other socizl activitiss ths children take tholir rightful
place with thec rest of ths Blackwell children.,

¥
L

few pupils in ths speeisl classcs may be reteined at Blackwell for
beyond the normal time to move to the secondary schools. 5 few
may bz transferred at any age to boarding schools; if thay

i to benefit by the change, The boys go to 5t. Mary's at Horam,

and the girls to 3t. fnne's at Lewes. Their transfor is, of course, with
parental agreement.
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At the secondary schools Lh- ¢ ars gpeclal classcs to take over where
he primary schools 1bavu offs gein for games and 211 social activities
they arc always with thoir friocnds, as indeed thoy are for many of tho
practical subjscus.

= ‘“a

It is in English and arithmetic that their need is greatest, and here,
as wall as in kindroed lessons, thsy work individually, csch one farglng
ahzad at his own socoed; with no ons lsft bohind. 'hey become valuable
mambers of the school, and by the bime they lcave thoy arc ready to play
their part in thse greoater life outsidc. ]ﬁi a pleasure t: wt tham,
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HALSFORD PARK SCHOOL

by Glynn Goodwin

On Friday, ths 13th Docember, I went 4o Halsford Park School to
intervisw liiss durray, the Heedmistress. Sha gave me a briaf history
of the school, Tt opsnad in Ssptomber 1958 with 130 children, four
cachers, a clerical assisbant and a schnol kecper, Numbers havs gone
up every bterm untill now shepe are 316 children renging from the age of
five to olevon, with nins teachors, Tho school is not over crowded.

A11 ths dinncrs arc cooked on the promiscs, liiss Murray says they
aro excollent, but wishcs tho sch sl had o dining hall.

Ths childron coms from a vory snclisad arca comprising tho cstatas
of Imbsrhorne and Halsford and down London Road as far es talsford Croft.

Miss Murray fosls that the sleven plus is very good and it would bc
a groat burden on ths work of the teachers if it wers abolished. She
fosls that, on the whole ths elovsn plus works fairly.

Whon I askad if tho schools aleven plus results werc as good &s she
could wish for, Miss Murray raplicd that she thought ths right children
go to the Grammer School and the methed of salecticn is satisfactory.

Sha focls that the school buildings arse vory gatiefactory. Thoy
wers built f-or infants, but now juniors use thom., A separabe dining
hall would top bthe list of improvemonts lilss hurray wauld make, becauso
st the prosont momsnt thay have Gto oat in thoe Assembly Heall. L goneral
store room would bs hor sceond choica followed by mors cupboard spact.

Migs Murray deos nct 'stream® £ar ability bocause ths school is not
big enough.  Bach tomcher is responsible for his or her form and boaches
most subjocts. Thare is no spacislization at Halsford Park.

Thero arc, Wiss Murray focls, anourh teachors at Holsford Park and
she says the Bast Sussox County Council arc very gensrous in this metter.

The schosl usus rodio progromucs butb not tolevision.  Tho sports
consist of the usual onss such as fontbz1l, crickst, netbell, rounders
and athloctics in tho sumacr.

Aftar wo had talked for sous whilc Miss Murray shguad me around the
gehool. ‘ihat = bappy place it scemed! The childron oro smiling and
esurteous, and tha atmosphers spoks of a school whore discipline was good
and yot not ropressive. Zvsn paintwork vold its own story for aftor five

yoars ths school lo.ks as though it had openad ibs doors only last woek..

Halaford Park has many yoars in front of it. It ig a worchy succes-
sor to the older schools of Last Grinstead.
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CamnUiR  mBAD

by Tony Thomas and Christopher Gurncy

So often ws think of the prescnt Sackvillo buildings as boing tho
sldest school in Sast Grinstead, and we acc right, bubt at the same time
we usually forget that tucked away in a corncr is Choquer liead, a school
which has grown out of the same originzl school as the present Backvillec.
So Choquer Mead Primary 3chool in its origin datoes back to 1859, built
on what was thon known as Slaughtcrhouse Moad.

Fortunctely tho lovelier nems of necarby Choquer Mead, for long the
home of Bast Grinstead Cricket Club, was adopted for the nams of the school.
The actual name is takon from the 01d Chequer Inn which stocd where now we
find Barclays Bank.

In 1876 thore wore three schools on the premisss, boys, girls and in-
fants. In 1927 the school was roorgeniscd and boezme two schools, one
sonior (the prosent Ssckville) and the ocher junior and infant, (the present
Checquer Mead) . In 1555 many of its pupils were sanbt to form the nuclsus
of the new Blackwell Primery School. Mrs., Duks, then the Head of Chaquer
Moad became Head of tho nsw school,

To find how the school was gotbting along wo went to sos the prescnt
Headmistress, Miss Feltwall, She t0ld us thers arce about 150 childron on
ok, At the moment Chequer Mead is coufortably full, but if more childron
were onrolled, there is enough rcom for them,

Most of these childran coms from ths surrounding districks, some from
the borders of West Hoathly, and down tho Lowes Road as far as Worsted
Avconuec.

Whon asked if she had 2ny views on tho rotention of abolition of the
eleven plug Miss Foltwell replicd that she thought some f£orm of sclection
test would bs noccssary. Ona substitute would be the Comprihensive School
system, but even this would nced some form of solection inside tho school.

Misg Foltwell said thet in tho main children go to the school to which

they arc best fitted. Tho sclaction is a falr ono alchough thers arc bound
to be border line casss. Howaver, it is bettor to bo at the top of a Modern

School than to struggle at the bottom of a Grammar School.

At soma schools ths childrsn arc strsamed for ability but at Chequer
Mead they are in classes according to ago.

The tsacher supply at Chequer kczd is good, and Miss Feltwsll hos a
full staff. ' -
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Choquor Moad is the only primery schsol in the district to uss
Tolovision. At the moment thoy cen only racaive B.B.C, iiss Foltwell
thinks that the tclovision progrommos ars wall worth whils,  Thoy also
meke good use of radic sclections.

Miss Foltwell has mixed fuslings about the propossd ralsing of the
school leaving nge as she focls that for most it would be good but for
some it wmight bs unnscessary.

Religion should play a big part in education to-day, uiss Foltwell
declarss, as we are supposed bto be a Christian country.

< oo

The old buildings Chequer woad has to usec cramp the styls of the

teaching staff. cck of an Agscably Hall prevents thom from having
daily assemblics and thuy hove to noke dos with a once-a-woe's meeting in

the near-by rarish Hall, This involves roed crossing and that is not
good with & large number of woung childron. Howevar, this particular
nsadachs will disapnsar when thoy move inbo the prosont Saciville Sseon-
dary 3chool buildings, o move scheduled to take placs aftoer Mr. Yeave's
school gocs to ths Lewes inad,

for. at the moment thoir playing ficld is runtod from Bast Court. ‘The
distancs this ground is from the schonl, makes tha fecility far from
first classs. Unfortunatsly nothing can bs done about it.

One of Miss i.ltwsll's desrest wishes is vo havo a pleying ficld,

ST, MARY'S SCHOOL

by Susan Lindficld

Originally, St. wary's School began as North Z4nd school, in tho bulld-
ings now uscd by th- @ast susscx L.5.4. for adult sducstion, at North “ind.
It was opunod in 1825 by the Rev. 3. 2¢ Macartnoy. At thet time there
ware 55 pupils. - The school moved on fobruary 11lth, 1955 to its present
site and had fifty to sixty pupils. The new premisss were officially
oponad in 1956 by Mrs. Gmnet, w.r. for Bast Grinstezd.

w0

&

Tt now has 133 pupils znd is a Church of ingland School. Lhs old
Forth “nd 5chool had two classrooms. 3t. Mary's now has four classrooms

end & canbsen built around tho old Church lall.

fiiss Zmy showsd me some old log bocks chat wors usad in 18%5 at North
ind, ivery bock in the 3Schuol, about a dozen, was listed, which shows.
how lucky pupils of to-day are in having thousenls of books to choose from.
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At tho momant the school 1s full uo, Thore is no dofinite catch-

ment arca for 3t. Mary's. Pupils cen coms from anywhore, if their

parcnts agree to sending thoir children to a Church School.

T asked Miss Hmy what part Religious ‘iducetion should pley in a

Junior 3chools such as St. Mary's. 3ho seid it ought to play an im-
portant part; nobt just as one subjact that ig taught evory day, but as
a subjcet that comes into sverything, hristisn orineiplss arc most
impcrtant., :

Miss Gmy would liks to expand the school, but as 1t is a Church

School thare are many difficultics. If the monsy was avallable two
more classrooms would be addsd. Ths school is not streamsd according
to abllity. Ihare are four classcs of infants and juniors. The first
class is for children up to the ars of six. The seeond cless for the

six plus to eight year olds. Ihe third is for first and second yoar
juniors and a fow slowsr older children. The fourth is the bulk of
third yoar and fourth ycar juniors.

3inca 3t. Mary's has an infants as wsll as a junior department, the
children arc st overy stage of educatiopal dsvslopment, By thsoir final
year it is cxpoctod that those children who arae of obvious acadomic abil-
ity will bo acespted for Grammar School aducation. Cne vary intcresting
festurs is that in ths upper class ths childron bsgin to lsarn French.,

Miss imy thinks that the clevon plus is a good means of sclcetion
for sscondary cducation in the present circumstances. ith tho schools
as they ars in Bast Grinstcad; only a larges Comprehensive School would
ba the answor to the abnlition of the clsven plus. If it were abclished
Miss Bmy would like oithor the idca of a Comprshensiva School or tho idea
thet 211 children should go to a sccondary school until fiftcen, and then
thoss who wished to continuc thoir aducation al a higher level would pro-
cood to anothsr school, This method is called Tho Mason Flan (aftor tho
Dirsetor »f fducatisn, ir, Stuart Masonj.

St. Mary's has had satisfactory resulbts from tho eloven plus oxam—
inations and with the possibls exception of omc pupll, tiiss Bay thinks
that in the ton ysars she has been there, the childran have gonaz to the
socondary schoolg bost suited Lo them,

I asked Miss Emy if ths school had =s many toachors as she would like
1o hava, She says Shoy have got as many as thers is room for, including

onc part=timcr, I asked if the raising of tho loaving age to sixtecn
would affsct the staff shortags, since some toeachors might leave junicr
achools for secondary schools. Misg Zay said it would; and tho only
solution would bs to let children stay on if thsy wanbsd o, but not to
compsl thom.

The school has no t.lsovision, but sound radio is well uscd. Pro-
grammes such as "Music and Movomont®, "llms ard Tuns®, "REythnm and ielody",
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"History® and “Junior sei:nes®™, are used. Thoy ero very interssting
and factual,

The sports facilitics of ths school include a fisld, usod for foot-
ball and erickst, and a playgr-und for rounders.

There is not much sceial side to the scho il Ccecasionally »lays
are produced and soums children olay rceorder Concorts ars azlso pro-
ducod and the monsy raiszd goes in the main to approvod Charitics.

I-BERHECRNE 3T, POTER'S RO4MN  COTHOLIC SCHOOL
Tha present 3t. Peter's d. C. School was D"undud in 1885, From

18791885 thers was nn school in the town for children of Catholice parants
and 5t. Potor's was opened to most the nesd.

1885 was befors the duys of state cducation os we know it, and like
the sther old-csiteblishad schools of Bast Grinsvead, St. Poter's was under
the patronags of a local bonefactor, in this case 3ir Bdwerd and Lady
tlargarct Blount of ncar-by Imberhorne Manor.

Pho original school wes in ons of the houses on the Imborhorne Bstats.
By 1889 the school had twenty-one pupils on roll, On roll to-day - 143.

vodern extonsions werc crected in 1955, the school now baing voluntary
aided by ths Bast Susscx L.id.i. It is now for infants and juniors,

'» D, Rowlinson who has bean in charge

The praesont Hoadm:stor is MMr. J
<
&

of Imberhorns 3t. l=qu‘s sinee 1955.

Sinco tho school is vrimarily for Roman Catholics and is th:z only ono
in the district, pupils are leuf“u from a much widsr arce than normully
would be ths caso, sor oming from placcs as far apart as Blindlsy Heath
and Hartfiold,

n
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Tho children ars groupsd in classes according to ags. The numbers
are too saall to uaks strecaming for ability justifiabls,

At the momsnt the school has no tolovision but radio broadcast lsssons
aras uscd regularly. Sports facilitios includs a footbzll, cricket and
notbell pitehcs. Mo indoor gymnasium is availabls, but in 1967 it is
hoped that a now hall will bs built which cizn be used for £.4, and dencing .

ags of fiftsen education
Bducation should play an
3t. Poter's,

Mr., Rowlinson is of thse opinion that over tho
should bz voluntary. Ha algo said that Roligious
38 a
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essuntial part in all schools, as indsed it dx t
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BALDAINS HILL 3CHCOOL

by Ann Keith
186/, as part of what was known

12t
Ba ldwlns 111l 3chool ons of thoe oldest
in this survey.

The school started on Jamuery
as Lowdell's Charity. This
in the area we are coverine

Cl

There were 35 pupils on roll when it started as an a1l renge school,
I continued as such until 1935 when it became a Junior School. The
prasent bulldanJ date from 189C when the managsment vassad into the
hands of the Surrey tuthority,

Fow there are 98 children on roll, and uh's eaﬂs to be the only
school in the district with room for more, Last tera thare were 116
children on roll,

J

ihe children come mainly from the area imnediatcly surrounding the
school, ihey have one child who comes from (odstone. Being on the
border they take children from both Sussex and Surrey.

The school 1s small and it has no hall or gymnasium, ard the lava-
tories are outside. When asked if there was any chance of any improve-

ments Mr, Bumble said there was not. The prayers zre talen in a classroomn
owlng to lack of space. To get to the Head's study; whichever way you gos

.you have to disturb a class.

The sports facilities are vory good, They have a playing fisld in
which there is roonm for football and hoclksy pitches.

The childron are divided inte four classes; they are grouped in the
cless according %o age and abiliﬁy., In one class there cht be children
of eight and eleven and than thay are grouped accordingly.

for his views on ths sleven plus, he said

W en T Q_f:l‘x_‘d lJ.Aa Hu nlbl
lsven nlug it should bs selsctive and not com-
h

that 1f we must have the o
petitive, Ko also said that his eleven plus szllus wars as good as he
expected and the children went to the appropriate school s ccording to
abllity,

fhere is a ‘Seachors bub cgvan so thoy do have classes of

twenty=-Live,
Radio is used = 1¢tt1u buL not television.

Gl y Lulf111ﬂd dearly chorished
Egllpu tﬂ“b he wighed it was auch
e nuch aore manageabls

When T aslked Mr, Bumble i
wish that he had Tor his schoo
bigger bscause then it would b



FELBRIDGH

by G. Godwin

from my recent intarview with riiss Goble, ths Head teachar of
Felbridge County Primary oSchool, I ]Larned thet the school was founded
in 1783 by James Syvlyn a descaendant of the fauous diarist, 1At this

school,

tine it was a Dans

In 1871 the prasent buildings were taken over to be run by ths
Church, It was thon acquirsd by the Jurrsy Council after the Zducation
Aet of 1927,

The school consists of thrse classrooms, one office; a kitchon and
& gixtesnth cintury hﬁu; - 23 the tollets ars ﬂntsid@, migs Gobls would
like new ones addod - the school, ohe would also like a new canteeng
at present the classrooms are used.

Although the school sasus swmell, 1 was told that thers were 77 pupils

and that thers was still plenty of roou.

Miss Goble told ms that she did trean for ability &s she thought
that pupils found their oswn level and izpt to

Miss Gobls seid thet although shs CJU d do with more teachars, her
aleven plus resulus werc uui,a Sdulsf ctory. I also askad rilgs Goble
if shs thoughv thet any of her eleven plus failures would have done well
at the Grammar school; but she theought not. Miss Goble said she was in
favour of th: Comprehensive 3School Systen of secondery Zducation, which
would do away with the sleven plus.  Although the school builldings are
old; the teechcors are 1n touch with &1l the newest ideas in teaching,
for taps recording, radio and film shows arc used.

gpacioug field and tr ree .

There is plenty of roon i s
n eir stare in a nstursl setv

L
LA . v}
lined glade., There 1s also a large onc

With its long history and pleasant sotiing sdded to progressive ideas
education I hope that this grand village school will cwnt1n @ for many
years to cona,
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COPTHCRNE C. E. PRIMARY SCHCOL
by Hilary Robe

As part of our survey of local schools I went to Copthorne to see
lMr, Parkes the new Hoadmaster. Pirst of all he told me soms of the
history of his school,

The school was opened in 1879 and consisted of two classrooms.
For twenty-one ysars the Rev, Gray was a manager of the school, Outeide
the school is a ploque commemorating the opening of the school. In
those days children often took a week off to help their parsnts during
the hop-~picking season, On those occasions, few children were left at
school, :

The summer holiday was then non-existent but something celled a har—
vest holiday was held; for exauple, in 1879 it extended from August 2nd
to September 2nd,

In 1894 there were two classrooms and 174 pupils; these pupils
were btaught by two teachers and = pupil teachcr.

In 1958 the snrolled children dropped to 114. From 1953 the chil-
dren left after the eleven plus to go to the new Imborhorne School.

The school has daveloped in meny ways since 1879; the main develop-
nont being its size, in numboer of children and buildings. At one time
few children steyed to schosl meals, but now there are 140 children taking
meals and two sittings are necded.

At the moment there are 184 childron on roll and in Jqpuﬂry the nun-
ber will bs 202, and tho school could take more. Most of thase children
come from Coptherne but some como from Domswood, howfant, and Shipley Bridge.

he thinksg it tends %o
had his way, o number
naticn conditisons, and

tr. Parkes is n:t keen on the cleven plus as
Judge a child on only one day of the year. If he
of tests would bs taken during the year undor oxani
those would form the basis of secondary selcction.

When asked if the school buildings were satisfactory Mr. Parkes ro-
plicd that they were crowded and thore was no hell for asscably.  The
roception room too narrow, If he esuld have extra rooms =dded he
would have alﬁhel a gymnasium, a hall; or a hall zquipped 2s a gymnasium,

At Coptherne the Junior childron are grouped for ability. The
childron with average mentality bo ing put together and children with be-
low avorage mentality buing trested in the sams WY .
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Copthorns!s eloven plus results are oxcellsnt, but Mr. Porkes focls
thoy could bo better if the schozl had mors tugChuxS; and more acconmoda-
tion. At the monent thore ore six full-time ond one part-timc teachers.

extent and films crs 2lsc shown, usually on

Radio U one
ilus cover o number of toples.

Fridays.,

At Cupthorne therc is o gtonp club and e cheir which are both held
after schaolg

Although Mr. Parkos has boen at Copthorne Schosl only five months
his deorcst wish 1s t2 have modern buildings and 2 giad playing figld,
o8 the pressnt cne is rather unseven, This should be achieved shortly
as the County has instructed contractcors to wcnece work on this pro-
jeet without delay

INTERVIEW WITH THE HEADMASTER OF CRAWLEY DOWN
PRIMARY SCHOOL

by Ian Crowder

I startsd my interview by asking Mr, Byrom if he could give me a
brief history of the skhool. Apparcently the sch-2l was built about a
century ago. It than bslongsd to the church and continued so until 1956.
From what I gathered it still has close tics with the church., Up to 1949
Crawlsy Down was an all-age school,

When the school opsned it had twe classrsoms and 146 pupils, At
this timc the schocl had a gallory running the full length of it, It
has since been romoved.

During the war the school wes shared by tws schoels from London arnd

tho children fron ul“wl 7y D oW, Thay spent half the dey at the Village
Hell and half at ths sechnol, At thot time th» schosl field was a gardsn

to provide a pertion of the food for school neals.

Tho sechaol rseords show that during, and before bthe 1914-18 war sonme
of the children had t Wq7] two to throe miles to schzol sach day., During
the winter they had to tﬂ w or dry out in front of large cpen fires. They
wore thon given hot soup bofors thoy were fit to do any work.

: ]

Childron new comc to the sch-ol fronm Crawley Down t2 the borders of
Coptherne; Turners Hill, Rowfant and FelBridge.

One intercsting fact is that ncthing has been entered into the pun-
ishment book for the last five years.
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I thon put what might be a sticky question to Mr. Byron, I asked
1f hs had any views on the rotention of abalitiosn »f the alcoven plus.
lir, Byrom scid he preforred Comprshensive sch-ocls to separate Seecondary
Modern and Grammcr schocls, He said he thinks the teacher sh-ould be
allowed to judge the children bsezusc they know the children and would
know whether thsy were suited to sne sr other of ths secondary systems,
Mr. Byrcm scid the elsven plus was not the wrong oxomination; it was
the best that could bs devised, Ho thought it was not the exsmination
that mattercd, but the secondary cduccticn.

Whon asked what he would put in ths place of the slevan plus hec
said that he would have oxtonsive tests sver o period of four or five
years as part of Che terninal oxcwinations, Ho thought that this woy
he could get a bettor cstimate of the type of sce-ndary sducation the
child nceded.

Mr. Byrom would vory much like t% sec o docent kitchon, an assenbly
hell and a study addsd to his schacl, As they ars at the moment the
buildings arc not completo. An M.I. room would be o most weleome addition,

Mr, Byrom docs n~t stream for ability. He thought his eleven plus
results were satisfoactory ond he did not think any of the failures would

have done well at the Grommor Schanl.,

The staffing situatizn at Crawloy Down is good but Mr. Byrom would
like a part-timo teacher to help with the werk. They have o redios at
Crawley Down but weuld like o television and a tape-recorder..

Sports facilities are not good as thoy hove only onc very smell field.
They play football, notbull, ericket and shinty,

Looking into the futurc, Mr. Byrom sces tho raising of the scho:l-
leaving age; better buildings, new saeondary systems and a greater number
of Univorsity places. Therc should be improvements all round with oppor—

tunities f2r cvsryone,
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SCHOOL MEALS 1IN EAST GRINSTEAD - NOW AND THEN

A11 the schools we have covered in our survey have school dinners,
cooked and served on the premlses. At the moment Sackville and
Chequer iead share the same facilities. -

School meals are largely a post-war development from conditions
made necessary by war-time needs. The number of children using the
service grows year by year.

To find out how the service operates we spoke to Mrs. Harbour, who
ig in charge of school meals at Imberhorne. We were told that the ser-
vice is under a County Organiser. A1l the provigions are ordered from
County Hall, Mrs., Harbour is sent a list of recommended dishes from
which she makes up a menu, planned two weeks 1in advance.

Work on the meals starts at £.30 a,m, Mrs., Harbour and her twelve
helpers have no small task. They prepare 560 meals a day. To give
but one example of the quantities of provisions needed, Imberhorne uses
15 cwt, of potatoss a week,.

Naturally the method of service varies from school to school, but
st Imberhorne tables arc laid for eight peopla, staff sitting with the
pupils. Two servers from each table collect the food from the service
hatches. At the moment the charge per head is one shilling.

Whilst it is true that school meals as we know them are modern,
_nevertheless at least one school in the area of our survey had a form
of school dinner many years ago. Under the Will in 1793 of James
Evelyn, benefactor and founder of Felbridge School; money was provided
for the purchase of four stones of beef to be madc into broth and dis-
tributed every Thursday from the beginning of Novzmber to the end of
Aprid, Bolieve it or not the school mistress had the job of making
the broth., Miss Gobels, you had better watch out!

In addition four stonss of beef was allowed to be cooked and served
on Sundays during the ssme period, Agnin the school mistress was the
cook, She was givon 200 faggots of wood to cook by, sixpence a wesk as
wages and one¢ penny per head for beer and ons pemny for bread for ell
those who took part. Their mutbers werc to be not loss than twelve or
more than fourteen. '
tle ovor the years but the

The mothod of distribution varicsd a 1lit
t the turn of the century.

meals ware still belng coocked and saben a
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THE EVENING INSTITUTES

by Lorraine Barber

Bast Grinstead's Evening Institutecs arc based on Sackville and
Imberhornc County Secondary Schools but in addition a faw classes arc
held et Bast Grinstead Grammar School,

The Sackville fvening Institute formarly The East Grinstead
Ingtitute, has becen ostablished for over thirty years and its Principal
is the Headmaster of tho school, Mr. D. Neave, B.A, The classes of
the Imberhorne Evening Institute,; under the Principal Mr. J. Beale, are
held in the ideal surroundings of & well-equipped modern building,

The Institutes cover a wide rangs of subjects both academic and
practical, The subjects offored in tho acadomic field include Engligh,
catering for' the overseas visitor as well as thosc taking examination
courses, and a varicty of 1 nguagoes, such as French, German, Itslian and
Spznish.

A number of Commercicl Courses are available at Sackville comprising;
Shorthand, Iypowriting; Book-ksoping and Accounts, whilst ot Imberhorne
~an alternative Typowriting courss is held,

In the practical fisld Needlowork classes for 21l stages are held
at thc centres and at both Sackville and Imberhorne cooksry is a very
popular class. An old=estcoblished and very well-ottended class is t
of Hondierafts and Art. This course includes every aspsct of this sub-
joect,

Two speci~l attractions of this coursc arc the Pottery class (the
pottery room at Imberhorne is.equipped with two kilns) and the Painting-
in-0ils eclass which was started last winter, For Woodwork, well-cquipped
workshops providz scope for every aspect of the eraft. Thg clzgs is open
for both men and women, Toys; furniturs and many other useful articles
con be mzde.

sgas for Ballroom Dancing arc hcld at Imberhornae, Koep-fit and
Fitness Troining classes are hold at Sackville and Imbsrhorne for both
man and women., The Young Lodies' Choir provides zn opportunity for girls
and young ladics to cnjoy the pleasure of choral singing.

Classs

0 O

In addition there nre a numbaer of other classas which are mainly of

interest to Vounac persensg working for the '0' level of G.C.E,, R.S.A.,
and gimilar examinations These arc in English, Scisnece, Technical

Drowing,ond Mathematics "nd are deeligned to supplement the work of the
last ysar at normal dey school.



THE ANNIVERSARY

OoF THE

East-Grinsted, Ashurst-Wood, and Holtye.

WILL BE HELD AT
Fion Chapel, Fast Grinsted,
On SUNDAY the i5th. of JUNE 18:34:

o Sermons.

Will be Preached on the Occasion,
By the Rev. Edward Nicholls,
OF GODSTONE.

Services to commence in the Morning, at a
quarter before Eleven; and in the Evening at
a quarter past Six 0’Clock.

A Hymn will be sung by the Children, before the Morning and Evening Sermons,
and they will be Ezamined in the Afternoon, at half-past T'wo.

The number of Children taughtis 392.

~o—€-0-L 0O LORROF 0203~

The liberality of our kind Friends is again solicited towards the support
of an Institution whose benevolent and pious object is to preserve the
dear Children, from the paths of vice and folly; to instruct them in the
great truths of the Bible; and, under the Divine Benediction, to promote
their present and future welfare.
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EDUCATION 1IN EasT GRINSTIAD BEFORE 1861

Children, so we are told, have naver loved going to school, It
is not trus, Befor

3 s there wers ony schosls ns wo Know thon os many 28
400 young puopls wers clemouring tn get ths rudimonts of poading, writlng

=nd netic at Zieon Chapel Sund.y Scheol.

3hortly after Zion opcned in 1811 o school was fornmed. How o very
devoted ban® of voluntary tecchers undertook the task of tezching any-
thing like 400 in premiscs smallcr than sion is to-day, must for ever’
remain a mystery. How successful they wers we do not know, but they
aust be given crcdit for any of the poorer people of ITast Grinstesd of
over 100 years ngo being able even to write thelir own namMss.

About 1840 o rival Sunday School wos openad by the Farish Church,
snd in 1849 keen souls could walk ns far as Forsst Row ©o the new school
thors., After the opening of the “ationsl 3chool, Zast Grinstead, in
1861 the need for Zion declined =nd gradually the school bocame what it
is to-dey, an ordinery Sundey School.,

7ion's wes not thoe only sehool in the town, From 1708 there was
a Froe Grammar sSchool in Zast Grinstoad founded undzr the endowment of
Robsrt Poyne, o membor of = family which owned much property in and
sround thc town,

The school house was nurt of the buildings of the Parish Church.
The number of scholars varicd according 1o funds availeble but in 1775
there were only ten. ‘

From time to timc the school closed, &s for cxamvle in 1772 whon no
schoolimaster could be found, which is not gurprising, as the pay offered
wae the nrineely sum of £20 a year. Agein closure ctme in 1785 whan
with the Parish Church the schoolroom was degtroycd. In 1808 ths school
hed a room in the vestry of thi now church, but for some rsason had ©o

go to Sackville Colloge 1n 1816,

Feo paying scholors wors being cdmittad and the number rose to 80
by 1830, 25 of whou wers lrce of payment., Trouble struck 2grin and the
achool had ©o close bscausec the room at the College was no longar available,
With true Christisn gonerosity 4ion allowed the uss of their premises for
“evening classes during this pariod.

In 1847 the Free Grammar School moved Lo Cromrall Housc. Tha lagt
schoolmaster was wr. C. R, Duplex who had to move from Cromwell Ilouse
and finslly uscd an old building in 0ld ilo-d, the Frog Hole of yoars gons

by. Herec the school closed for ever when iir. Duplex rotired in 1880,

The Poyne Andowmont carrics on. from 1887 exhibitions havs becn
availecble for hoys znd girls of 7ast Grinstead and Forest How. They
still ars.



26

EMPLOYMENT FOR 3CHOOL LEAVERS
Interview with Mr. Wickison = Youth Employmont Ufficer

by Lynda Davis and Susan Lindficld

The vprospects for schesl-leevers in BEast Grinstead and district
are quite good comparsd with those in other paris of the eountry.
East Grinstead is mostly a rosidentizl area with some light industry
“which supplics a numbsr of wvsople with jobs. Thers are zlso clarical
jobs for thoss opsople who arse suitebly qualificd, Tha work that inter=
gsts the boys is mainly practical work such as building, engincering,
motor=cnginascring, facboey work and shop work,

The traditional work in Bast Grinstead is domestic, private and
institutional, outside work such as farming snd markst gardenin
clericel work and retsil selling.

developmsnt which mey effect schorl-lesvers in fost
Grinstoa ro the new factories in Durliing Roed, ths dev:lopment of
the 3tennings site for offices and a2lso ths now offices which are to
be built in Christopher Hoad,

Cravlcy Mew Town has a mild e¢ffoet on Mast Grinstead as only the
better gualified ncopls fo to wwrk there, but with the growth in num-
bers of school-leavers in that district there is now more coupetition,

Only a smzll proportion of school-lesavers go towork in othor towns.
Nobody nccds to go out of Hast Grinstead to goet work except those seek-
that

©

ing techinical jobs and only ths paople want to, do so.

The largzst number of oncnings for girl school-lsavers is in re-
tail distributicn and domestic work bubt not cvorybody likes this sort
of work, There are opportunitics a 3 ks and factory
worksrs., T njority of boyes profor a o, which givas thom training,
jobs like ¢ngincering, building and motor tredes. The girls go for
gobs like heirdressing, clorical and shopwork,

We then asked Mr., Wickison 1f G.C..:i. or sone othur cxternsl exain
ination is ilaportant in ordur to got a good jJob. In his opinion for
certain jobs = numbur of G.U passes in difforent subjects arc cssen—
tiel but a good basic cducation is 21l right for other jobs. I£ eny
boys or girls have ths chance of getting G,C.E, theoy ought to aim at a
job that needs thosc qualificaulons.

Finzlly we asxked Mr. Wickison what propertion of
go on to technical colloges for further sducation, :
gsinall proportion of girls go on to full-time study of CO“l}rClal sub-

jects a2t a colleoge, Many boys atbend o College of Furthsi
on =z part-time bogis as part of thiir training in building
eering.
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FOREST ROW 3CHOOL

‘by ¥, Ralph

The school was built in 1851, 19 years beforo compulsory cducation,
and is on & site of one acre prescntsd by Viscount Gagc. The land be-
longaed to the lannr of Marcsficld and wes siven to the Church under a
trust deed to provide a school for the sducation 6f the villags children.
The monsy was UPOVlJ :d by the Church und the school was also built by
the Church, Tho Headmastor's house was in the middle and the boys were
on ths cast and the girls on the west. Thoy werce taught scparately
until 1920.

In 1935 the Local Bducation Authority ro-orga nized schools to cater
for sanior pupils., Ths Church zltersd the school structurally for senior
pupils from Forest Row and Hortfield, but still took juniors.

When the Education Act of 1944 came, the managers of the school asked
‘ths Loczl iducation Authorities bo taks ths school over es a feontrolled®
school and in 1948 this was donc.

The Church was tho first to realize ths valus of aducstion and was
a worthy plonser, %ut whon cducation bacime a lational concern it was
unebls to mect the standards requircd. Evar sinea thet tims responsi-
bility has boon with the Loczl Zducation Authority, and chings have been
greatly improv.od.

In 1926 the parish room was usod es a canbean. It was onc of the
first cantscons in ths country.,  The voluntary staff preparcd neals at
/4. coch which brought in a vprofit,

Tho Hembro Hall was built in 1933
It was used as o Domestlc selence room
shop for tho boys.

s o wemnrisl to lirs, Hambro.
or she girls and as a woodwork

o
(=3

o
L

During World ‘ar Two pupils from schools in Dover and Balham came

to Forest Row for thoir sducction, At this Lins thers were 360 on roll
so the deout Hut and “ome.ns Institute Room were usad, “Therc was little

sholtor, so a boy lay on the flat roof and whan the flying bombs came
over gave & warning whistle and the pupils dived undsr the desks until
the ‘allmclqar' whistlo,  In 1944 some of ths pupils were ovacuated
from 'Boub Alley' to Cardiganshire in “est Walss and returncd at Christ-
mas the szms year,

Parernts fssocizbtion was Tormsd and 1t is atill

The next yaar the
I a a most usaful link betwesn the home and shecool.

functionine . TG

r$

1959 the school was rc—-organizad again and the
to Sackville. Forest Row school bﬂun boeans

On the 31lst ifugust,
seniors werc transforrcd
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a Primary School and so continues to-day.,

Wo would like to express -ur grotitude to ur, Jupp, ths present

cadmaster for sending us a booklet from which the zhovs information
was taken.

ALDERMAN MRS. STELLA MAY LOOKER (.B.E.
This address was given at hor funeral by the Vicar of

East Grinstcad, The Rov. H. C. F. Copsey

Wo are here to pay tribute to & vory great lady., Vrs. Looksr was
blessed with abundint gifis - with charm and ability, with wisdom and
kindliness, with sympathy and undecrstanding, a2 decp intogrity, a sense
of humour and a delight to work as hard as was nccessary in order to
mgke a success of all ghoe undertook. The world in which whe lived was
enriched on all sidus by the lifc of Stells ey Looker: our world is

reatly impoverishod by her death,
i s

Mzny -of you who ars prousont this aftirnoon knew our fricond far moro
intinatsly than I %new her, Tou knew her as wife and mothor (what
fine holp-mate sho must heve beon bo hor husbond, at-onc time M,P. for
S.4, Hssex), you muy remember her as a trained Physio-Thorapist working
in Ashurst Wood Red Cross Hospital during the last war, SOome May aven
remember hor work as a V.4.D. at 3bt. Guorge's Hoaspital, Malta, in the
first Yorld War,

But to most of us as we think of Mrs, Looker coms nemorias of her
devoted service in so many fislds of activity during the thirty years and
more since she end heor husband come to live in Susscx, It is not for
me to mention in detail these activitics, nor th:e plessure ningled with
sorrow which was hars to receive (only two duys aft.r hor husband's
death, a lettor telling her she wes to be honoursd with the G.B.E.) Her
faith and courage thon, and whin her only son was killod in ths i, ALF.
were an sxampls to everyone.

Wo romember her particularly for her great. contribution in the ficld
of Hducation. As a County Councillor and morc recontly as Alderman on
 Zast susscx County Council, Mrs. Looksr's wide knowledge and desp concern

in mavters relating to Zducation wers sccond to nons.

Sti‘l nore intinat:ly was shs known and loved here in the neighbour-
hood of Zast Grinstoced as Chairmen of Govsrnors of East Grinsteed Crammar
School, of Imbsrhornc sccondary wolern school, and as Chairman or lManager
of various othor schocls, including Chailzy Heritsga,



- w7

It was here as a School Governor that her truc character beoecams
most apparent, UNot only was she a wide and able Chairman, but in-
croasingly as L served under her I became aware of her deep concern =
not only for th: well-boing of tho school, but of her doep and costly
concern, so far as lay in her power for cvery child in that school and
for ovary member of the staff,

Headmasters will know better than others of the almost unlimited
time she was willing to give to their problems, Typical of her friepdly
intercst were the delightful parties sho gave for new Headmasters at her
home here in this villags.

I have spoken encugh. Yot ons thing romaing to be noticed.  Mrs.
Lookor was a fine Christian lady, a loyal and devoted momber of the
Church of Englard. In our own day this Church comas in for perhaps
more than it's share of eriticism, But so long as it producos men a
women such as our friend - thosc who serve tho world they live in saeri-
ficially, not counting tho cost, boesuse they first serve Almighty God -
so long will men thank God for the Church, with all its faultas.

So we take leave of our friend. We thank God for her life of
splendid service. We commond her to the morcy and love of God "whom
to serve is to reign". In the heavonly places without doubt she will
receive her full reward.

May she rest in peacej
May light porpstual shine upon her;
Msy those who mourn be conforted.

And may we who are left ask for oursclves only this: that we may
be strengthened and inspired to follow more nearly her good example.
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