
Imberhorne School 
Flight Paths for KS3 Assessment

During years 7-9, students are assessed 
based on the Flight Path they are 
following for each subject. Initially, in 
year 7, students are placed on Flight 
Paths based on the standard of their 
work at Imberhorne during the first term 
and their results in the tests they sat at 
the end of year 6.  
During Key Stage 3, a subject teacher 
may change a student’s Flight Path if 
that is appropriate, taking into account 
the student’s work and outcomes in 
assessments.

The four Flight Paths have been 
designed to prepare students so that 
they are ready, by the end of year 
9,  to embark on GCSE courses. A 
student’s Flight Path indicates the likely 
outcomes for that student at the end of 
a GCSE course.  

The diagram below illustrates the 
grade ranges associated with 
each Flight Path.
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Imberhorne School 
Flight Paths for KS3 Assessment

When a teacher assesses a student, 
they indicate whether the student is 
working “Above”, “On” or “Under” their 
assigned Flight Path. This is especially 
important in year 9, when students 
make choices about courses for years 
10 & 11, because these Flight Path 
assessments indicate the range of 

grades that a student can aspire  
to achieve.  
The Flight path is one of the factors  
to consider when choosing GCSE 
options – if a student chooses subjects 
where they are on a higher Flight Path, 
they will potentially achieve better 
results.

When a teacher assesses a student, they indicate whether the student is working “Above”, 
“On” or “Under” their assigned Flight Path. This is especially important in year 9, when 
students make choices about courses for years 10 & 11, because these Flight Path 
assessments indicate the range of grades that a student can aspire to achieve. The Flight path 
is one of the factors to consider when choosing GCSE options – if a student chooses subjects 
where they are on a higher Flight Path, they will potentially achieve better results. 
 
The table indicates how to interpret these assessments in each of the four Flight Paths. 
 

Flight Path 
assessment Likely outcome 

Flight 
Path 4 

Above The student should aspire to achieve a grade towards the upper end of the 
range 7 - 9 

On The student should aspire to achieve a grade in the middle of the range 7 - 9 

Under The student should aspire to achieve a grade at the lower end of the range 
7 - 9, but may only reach a grade 6 

Flight 
Path 3 

Above The student should aspire to achieve a grade towards the upper end of the 
range 5 - 7 

On The student should aspire to achieve a grade in the middle of the range 5 - 7 

Under The student should aspire to achieve a grade at the lower end of the range 
5 - 7, but may only reach a grade 4 

Flight 
Path 2 

Above The student should aspire to achieve a grade towards the upper end of the 
range 3 - 5 

On The student should aspire to achieve a grade in the middle of the range 3 - 5 

Under The student should aspire to achieve a grade at the lower end of the range 
3 - 5, but may only reach a grade 2 

Flight 
Path 1 

Above The student should aspire to achieve a grade towards the upper end of the 
range 1 - 3 

On The student should aspire to achieve a grade in the middle of the range 1 - 3 

Under The student should aspire to achieve a grade at the lower end of the range 
1 - 3 

 

The table indicates how to interpret these assessments in  
each of the four Flight Paths.


