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Year 9 ïKey dates 2010
Studentsô Briefing ïforms issued January 19th

Parentsô Briefing January 19th

Individual student interviews January 25thï29th

Careers Convention at Sackville February 2nd

Consultation evening February 11th

Students return options forms By February 22nd

Year 9 transition briefing June 22nd

Challenge 2010 / International 

Activities Week
June 28thïJuly 2nd

Students start GCSE courses July 5th

A curriculum which:

üMeets the future needs of students in 

a changing world

üProvides flexibility with balance

üIdentifies a core curriculum for all

üIntroduces students to a variety of 

qualifications

üSupports a  smooth transition to KS4

The Core Curriculum
English Language + Literature        

OR

English (combined) + Media Studies

2 

GCSEs
7 hours

Maths 1 GCSE 6 hours

Core Science 1 GCSE 5 hours

RE ïshort course ½GCSE 1 hour

Learning for Life (L4L) RoA 1 hour

Core PE 4 hours

TOTAL HOURS 24
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The 3 Options Pathways

The Additional Science Pathway ïBLUE

óBroad and Balancedô or óEarly Specialisationô

The Core Science only Pathway ïYELLOW

óGreater Variationô

The Vocational Pathway ïPURPLE

The Additional Science Pathway ïBLUE 

26 hours

Additional Science 1 GCSE 5 hours

First Language only

OR both First and Second 

Languages GCSE

or GCSE 

equivalent

21 hours
ICT

3 Options

Students choosing Applied Learning subjects study an NVQ Language course

Students choosing Business will also have 1 fewer Option

The Core Science only Pathway ïYELLOW

26 hours

First Language

GCSE

or GCSE 

equivalent

26 hours

ICT

Study Plus (non examined)

4 Options

Students choosing Applied Learning subjects study an NVQ Language course

Students choosing Business will also have 1 fewer Option
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The Vocational Pathway ïPurple 

28 hours (2 hours less Core PE)

First Language

GCSE

or GCSE 

equivalent

22 hours

ICT

Study Plus (non examined)

3 Options

Construction 

Motor Vehicle Maintenance

Salon Services

Level 1 

Qualification
6 hours

Students choosing Applied Learning subjects study an NVQ Language course

Students choosing Business will also have 1 fewer Option

Qualifications available
Qualification Nature of subject

Hours per 

fortnight
Value

GCSE
Class based assessment and 

examination 
3 or 5 GCSE

Short GCSE
Class based assessment and 

examination 
3 ½ GCSE

Applied Learning

(BTEC or OCR 

National)

Portfolio of  evidence taken 

from class based assessment

(with some examinations)
8

1, 2 or 4 

GCSEs

NVQ
Portfolio of  evidence taken 

from class based assessment
2 or 3 1 GCSE

City & Guilds 

Level 1

Portfolio of  evidence taken 

from class based assessment
6

GCSE

(grade E)

Level 2 study Key Stage 4

5 or more A*- C 
grades (or 
equivalent)  

Mainly B grades 
or above

4 AS levels OR 

1 Applied GCE 
(double award) with 

2 AS levels 

5 or more A*-C 
grades (or 
equivalent) 

Mainly C grades

3 AS levels OR 

1 Applied GCE 
(double award) with 

1 AS level

4 A*-C grades

1 Applied GCE with 
additional study 
(possibly GCSE 
retakes or 1 AS 

level)

Achieve less than 

4 A*-C grades

Vocational 
courses at other 

institutions

Level 3  study

Further level 2 study at 
Imberhorne
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5 Lesson Options

Mostly, these courses lead to a full GCSE

Leisure & Tourism is offered here as a single award course

Religious Studies can be studied either as an upgrade to a Full GCSE 

course or as an AS-Level course with Year 12

Languages Arts Humanities Technology

Your 1st

Foreign 

Language

Art

Drama

Music

Geography

History

Leisure & Tourism 

(single award)

RE (AS Level)

Electronic Products

Food

Graphic Products

Resistant Materials

Textiles

Courses in Technology have common components, so students can 

only study one Technology subject

3 Lesson Options

Dance & GCSE PE will use 2 hours of Core PE time

Additional 

Languages

Short course 

GCSE

Full Course GCSE

Chinese

Italian

Japanese

Spanish

Art

Geography

History

Dance

GCSE PE

RE (short course to 

full course)

Additional ICT

Students can boost the Core RE course to a full GCSE

Applied Learning

Humanities Technology PE / Dance

Leisure & Tourism

Business Studies

with Spanish NVQ

Health & Social Care

with French NVQ

Sport Studies

with French NVQ

Predominantly coursework based, assessing students continuously 

throughout the course.

Packaged with an NVQ Language qualification instead of GCSE Language
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Twilight Courses

Triple 

Science

For students who wish to 

specialise in Science ï3 GCSEs

Media 

Studies

For students who wish to study 

English Language, Literature and 

Media Studies ï3 GCSEs

Additional 

Languages

For students who wish to study a 

second or third language:

French, German, Italian, Russian, 

Spanish

We recommend that students only opt for 1 twilight course

Final Qualifications

üAdditional Science: up to 10 

GCSEs 

üCore Science: 9 ½ GCSEs

üVocational Centre: 9 GCSEs

üSupport Option students: ½ 

GCSE less

üCertain other combinations will 

add to these totals

Recommendations

For most ïBroad 

and Balanced

For some ïEarly 

Specialisation
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Decision Making Process

Options

Science

Core only 

or 

Additional

Languages

Single GCSE

Accelerated ïdouble

Reduced French ï
Accelerated GCSE or 

NVQ

Applied Learning 
ï10 Lesson options 

with language

5 lesson options

3 lesson options

Vocational

BLUE - Broad & Balanced

with 1st Foreign Language

English (2 GCSEs), Mathematics, Core Science,

Core PE, RE, Learning for Life (24)

üAdditional Science (5)

üICT (3)

üGerman (5)

üArt (5)

üHistory (5)

üGCSE PE (3)

BLUE - Accelerated Languages

as Early Specialisation

English (2 GCSEs), Mathematics, Core Science,

Core PE, RE, Learning for Life (24)

üAdditional Science (5)

üICT (2) 

üFrench & Spanish (6)

üDrama (5)

üFood (5)

üHistory (3)
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BLUE ïEarly Specialisation

Humanities example

üAdditional Science (5)

üICT (3)

üSpanish (5)

üGeography (5)

üHistory (5)

üChinese (3)

English (2 GCSEs), Mathematics, Core Science,

Core PE, RE, Learning for Life (24)

BLUE ïBroad & Balanced

3 hour French

üAdditional Science (5)

üICT (3)

üFrench (3)

üHistory (5)

üDrama (5)

üControl (5)

English (2 GCSEs), Mathematics, Core Science,

Core PE, RE, Learning for Life (24)

YELLOW ïCore Science
English (2 GCSEs), Mathematics, Core Science,

Core PE, RE, Learning for Life (24)

üStudy Plus (2)

üICT (3)

üFrench (5)

üGeography (5)

üTextiles (5)

üArt (3)

üDance (3)
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YELLOWïCore Science with 

Applied Learning (Double Award)

English (2 GCSEs), Mathematics, Core Science,

Core PE, RE, Learning for Life (24)

üStudy Plus (2)

üICT (3)

üLeisure & Tourism (with 
Spanish NVQ) (10)

üGraphics (5)

üArt (3)

üGCSE PE (3)

YELLOW ïCore Science with 

Business

English (2 GCSEs), Mathematics, Core Science,

Core PE, RE, Learning for Life (24)

üStudy Plus (2)

üICT (3)

üBusiness (with Spanish 
NVQ) (13)

üDrama (5)

üDance (3)

Purple ïCore & Vocational 

with Double Award
English (2 GCSEs), Mathematics, Core Science,

Core PE (2 hours), RE, Learning for Life (22)

üConstruction (6)

üICT (3)

üStudy Plus (1)

üSport Studies (with 
French NVQ) (10)

üGeography (5)

üArt (3)
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The Options Forms

Additional Science - BLUE

Core Science - YELLOW

Vocational Centre - PURPLE

You return ONE FORM ONLY ïdepending on 

whether you are choosing an Applied Learning 

(10 Lesson Option) course or not.

Everyone completes the top section 

You then complete 

ONE of the coloured 

pathways

Key Questions

Are you choosing an Applied 

Learning (10 Lesson Option) 

or not?

This determines which form you 

complete & return

Key Questions

NOT choosing Applied Learning (10 

Lesson Option)

5 hours / Accelerated Languages

or just 3 hours French?

CHOOSING Applied Learning (10 

Lesson Option)

Business or one of the other 3?
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Key Questions

Additional Science - BLUE
Core Science - YELLOW

Vocational Centre - PURPLE

Are you going to follow an 

Additional Science pathway 

or Core only?

This determines which colour

pathway you complete on the form

Top Section
We recommend that you follow one of the é.

1) Tick one of the boxes below to indicate your preference 

for Media Studies or English Literature.

2) Support Option ïonly tick if this applies to you.

I havea strongpreferencefor studying:

EnglishLiteraturerather thanMediaStudies

MediaStudiesrather thanEnglishLiterature

EnglishLiterature& twilight MediaStudies

V

V

I would like to beconsideredfor:

SupportOption

V

3) Twilights ïonly tick if these apply to you. 

I would like to follow a twilight GCSEcoursein:

French Russian

German Spanish

Italian TripleScience

We recommend that you only choose 1 twilight course. 
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Additional Science Pathways

5 hours for 1st Foreign Language or Accelerated double Languages

Pathway 5 Lesson Options 3 Lesson Options

Additional 

Science

1st Language only German 1: Art 2: History ICT (Level 2 Award)GCSE PE

{ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΥ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ        {ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ tŀǊŜƴǘ κ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴΥ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ

Options2010ςCompletethis form if you areNOTchoosinganAppliedLearningς10LessonOption

Werecommendthat youfollow oneof the Additional SciencePathways(Bluebelow)

I havechosena Technologysubject. My ReserveTechnologychoiceis:

I wouldbeequallyhappyto studymy1st Technologychoiceor myReserve: YES NO

Additional Science Pathways

5 hours for 1st Foreign Language or Accelerated double Languages

Pathway 5 Lesson Options 3 Lesson Options

Additional 

Science Accelerated 1st & 

2nd Languages

French

(2 hours ICT)
1: Drama         2: Food Spanish History

{ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΥ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ        {ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ tŀǊŜƴǘ κ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴΥ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ

Options2010ςCompletethis form if you areNOTchoosinganAppliedLearningς10LessonOption

Werecommendthat youfollow oneof the Additional SciencePathways(Bluebelow)

I havechosena Technologysubject. My ReserveTechnologychoiceis: Textiles

I wouldbeequallyhappyto studymy1st Technologychoiceor myReserve: YES NO

Additional Science Pathways

5 hours for 1st Foreign Language or Accelerated double Languages

Pathway 5 Lesson Options 3 Lesson Options

Additional 

Science

1st Language only Spanish 1: Geography  2: History
ICT (Level 2 

Award)
Chinese

{ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΥ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ        {ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ tŀǊŜƴǘ κ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴΥ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ

Options2010ςCompletethis form if you areNOTchoosinganAppliedLearningς10LessonOption

Werecommendthat youfollow oneof the Additional SciencePathways(Bluebelow)
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Additional Science Pathways

3 hour French (TICK ONE ONLY)
GCSE

NVQ

Pathway 5 Lesson Options 3 Lesson Options

Additional Science 1: History    2: Drama    3: Control ICT (Level 2 Award)
3 hour 

French

{ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΥ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ        {ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ tŀǊŜƴǘ κ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴΥ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ

Options2010ςCompletethis form if you areNOTchoosinganAppliedLearningς10LessonOption

Werecommendthat youfollow oneof the Additional SciencePathways(Bluebelow)

I havechosena Technologysubject. My ReserveTechnologychoiceis: Resistant

I wouldbeequallyhappyto studymy1st Technologychoiceor myReserve: YES NO

V

Core Science Only Pathways

5 hours for 1st Foreign Language or Accelerated double Languages

Pathway 5 Lesson Options 3 Lesson Options

Core Science only

(3 hours ICT, 2 hours Study Plus)
Spanish 1: Geography  2: Textiles 1: Art    2: Dance

{ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΥ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ        {ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ tŀǊŜƴǘ κ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴΥ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ

Options2010ςCompletethis form if you areNOTchoosinganAppliedLearningς10LessonOption

Werecommendthat youfollow oneof the CoreSciencePathways(Yellowor Purplebelow)

I havechosena Technologysubject. My ReserveTechnologychoiceis: Food

I wouldbeequallyhappyto studymy1st Technologychoiceor myReserve: YES NO

Core Science Only Pathways

Applied Learning (10 Lesson Options) ςNOT Business

TICK ONE ONLY Pathway 5 Lesson Option 3 Lesson Options

Leisure & 

Tourism (with 

NVQ Spanish)

Not combined 

with Humanities

Core Science only

(3 hours ICT, 2 

hours Study Plus)

Graphics 1: Art  2: GCSE PE

{ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΥ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ        {ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ tŀǊŜƴǘ κ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴΥ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ

Options2010ςCompletethis form if you AREchoosinganAppliedLearningς10LessonOption

Werecommendthat youfollow oneof the CoreSciencePathways(Yellowor Purplebelow)

I havechosena Technologysubject. My ReserveTechnologychoiceis: Control

I wouldbeequallyhappyto studymy1st Technologychoiceor myReserve: YES NO

V
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Core Science Only Pathways

Applied Learning (10 Lesson Options) ςNOT Business

TICK ONE ONLY Pathway 5 Lesson Option 3 Lesson Options

Business (with 

NVQ Spanish)

Not combined 

with Humanities 

or single Leisure 

& Tourism

Core Science only

(3 hours ICT, 2 

hours Study Plus)

Drama Dance Business

{ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΥ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ        {ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ tŀǊŜƴǘ κ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴΥ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ

Options2010ςCompletethis form if you AREchoosinganAppliedLearningς10LessonOption

Werecommendthat youfollow oneof the CoreSciencePathways(Yellowor Purplebelow)

V

Core & Vocational Pathways

Applied Learning (10 Lesson Options) ςNOT Business

TICK ONE ONLY Pathway
5 Lesson 

Option
3 Lesson Options

Sport 

Studies  

(with NVQ 

French)

Not combined 

with GCSE PE, 

Dance or Single 

Leisure & 

Tourism

Core & 

Vocational

(3 hours ICT, 1 

hour Study Plus)

Geography

Construction

Art

{ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΥ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ        {ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ tŀǊŜƴǘ κ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴΥ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ

Options2010ςCompletethis form if you AREchoosinganAppliedLearningς10LessonOption

Werecommendthat youfollow oneof the CoreSciencePathways(Yellowor Purplebelow)

V

V

This Options PowerPoint 

Presentation can be 

found on the school 

Website.
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Year 9 ïKey dates 2010
Studentsô Briefing ïforms issued January 19th

Parentsô Briefing January 19th

Individual student interviews January 25thï29th

Careers Convention at Sackville February 2nd

Consultation evening February 11th

Students return options forms By February 22nd

Year 9 transition briefing June 22nd

Challenge 2010 / International 

Activities Week
June 28thïJuly 2nd

Students start GCSE courses July 5th


