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With the resources available, all areas of academic, 

vocational, artistic, sporting and recreational 

development are encouraged and supported. Careful 

attention is given to the spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural development of our students. 

We aim to balance academic achievement and 

progress with a wide range of opportunities for 

enrichment and personal development in a caring and 

supportive atmosphere. We ensure all students 

participate in the wide range of opportunities the 

school provides and seek to support them in achieving 

their full potential and we value and celebrate all 

students' achievements.

"Imberhorne is an outstanding school which has made  
excellent progress since the last inspection." Ofsted 2010



About the school

Imberhorne is situated in semi-rural surroundings on the north-west edge of East 

Grinstead. It draws most of its students from the western half of the town and 

from the villages to the west, between East Grinstead and Crawley and 

northwards to Lingfield. The school was formed in 1970 when East Grinstead 

Grammar School, then sited in Windmill Lane, merged with the Secondary 

Modern at Imberhorne Lane. The Grammar school dates back to an endowment 

from Robert Payne in 1708. 

The Windmill Lane site houses Years 7, 8 and 9 (Key Stage 3), whilst the 

Imberhorne Lane site is home to Years 10 and 11 (Key Stage 4) and the Sixth Form. 

We believe that the split-site is advantageous to our students; students based 

between two locations helps them sett le in and creates a smaller community, 

with the added benefit of a clear progression from KS3 to KS4.

We have a very active partnership with local primary schools and the greater part 

of our Year 7 intake comes from: Baldwins Hill School, Copthorne School, Crawley 

Down School, Felbridge School, Halsford Park School, St. Mary's School, St. Peter's 

School, Turners Hill School, and West Hoathly School. However, in recent years, 

we have admitted students to  Imberhorne - from both state and independent 

schools - beyond this traditional catchment area.

Imberhorne is officially classed as a Comprehensive Community School (co-

educational), with Specialist School status. The age range of our students is from 

11 to 19 years. Our school roll totals over 1650 including more than 300 in the 

Sixth Form.

"I find that being  
on a split site is like  
having an invisible 
comfort blanket."

"One of the best aspects of a split site school is that you are with people closer to your  
own age. You can study without having the increased pressure of trying to fit in  

with people who are at least five years older than you."  
Sixth Form Senior students

Sixth Form Senior Students, 2010/2011

Imberhorne Lane site

Sixth Form Senior students

Windmill Lane site
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Every Child Matters The Imberhorne Governors
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We believe that all members of the school community should be 

enabled and encouraged to develop to their full potential. It is this 

belief that has led to Imberhorne's excellent reputation and its many 

achievements and awards. We are dedicated to high standards of 

education and behaviour, and in the sound values and att itudes 

which we are sure you are seeking when choosing a school.

 

We aim to provide, within the school, a welcoming and friendly 

environment, and to offer opportunities and education which 

develops confident, happy, successful and highly qualified young 

adults - well prepared to face the future in their chosen walks of life. 

 

Recent inspections have recognised the high academic achievements 

of students and staff and the opportunities provided for social 

development. The excellent community links, the school's strong and 

purposeful management and the caring ethos have all been 

highlighted by inspectors.

We have an excellent team at Imberhorne and it is this partnership 

between staff, governors, students and parents, which produces the 

high standards we celebrate and seek to maintain. At Imberhorne 

the key purpose of all of our activities is to create the conditions that 

enable all members of the school to learn effectively and develop 

the skills needed for adult life.

We hope that you will find our prospectus interesting as well as 

informative and look forward to welcoming your son or daughter to 

our school.

"The focus on individual ambition and independent 
learning for each student is emphasised from Year 7 
onwards. It equips them with the best possible social 
and academic skills necessary for them to meet the 

challenges of life after school." Ofsted 2010



The Headteacher, Mr Jon Ford
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your interest in 

our school prospectus and indeed, our school as a whole. Along 

with all of our staff I am delighted to outline the positive features 

which make us all so proud to be members of Imberhorne School. I 

hope you will get a flavour of many of these features as you 

progress through our prospectus.

Our principle aim is to realise the aspirations and develop fully the 

potential of every student at Imberhorne. We do this by providing a 

supportive environment, which will stimulate and encourage 

students to be independent and committed learners for life. Whilst 

we place a high priority on the traditional qualities of hard work, 

discipline, courtesy and consideration for others; we believe we 

have embraced the best of modern teaching strategies and 

resources.

We have a strong commitment to the value of a broad and balanced 

curriculum, which is flexible and incorporates the principles of 

personalised learning, allied to a belief in the need for personal 

responsibility. As well as demanding academic success to the fullest 

of each student's potential, we expect students to play a full role as 

responsible citizens within the school, the local community and the 

wider community. Imberhorne prides itself on being outward 

looking and forward thinking whilst retaining our core values: 
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"The school's assessment and tracking systems monitor individual performance  
very closely. They show that students of all abilities and groupings, including  

average attainers and those with special educational needs and/or disabilities,  
are making excellent progress." Ofsted 2010

•  All students are valued and valued equally 

•  We care about the whole child 

•  Teaching and Learning is our core purpose 

•  We value all achievements

•  It's cool to learn; education is more precious than gold 

•  All members of the school community are accountable to

   each other

Imberhorne achieved Specialist School status in 1997 as a 

Language college. This specialism has been a wonderful 

platform upon which our rich diversity of language 

opportunities has thrived. Further to this, we have enabled  

our students to embrace travel to a host of European countries 

as well as many 'once in a lifetime' opportunities to travel to 

Tanzania, Bolivia and China and more! 

Having since been designated a high-performing specialist 

school we have been entrusted with a second specialism as a 

'Leading Edge' school. This has enabled our staff to work with a 

variety of colleagues from partner schools on many different 

aspects of professional development. This has been a 

wonderful opportunity for many of our staff. Each of these 

many partnerships established has had a very direct benefit 

back into the classroom, reinforcing the value that Teaching 

and Learning is our core purpose as well as exemplifying the 

concept of education for life amongst our staff.

 

We can never afford to rest in our determination to drive the 

school forward from strength to strength. We are presently 

formulating our new School Improvement Plan which will focus 

on improvements over the next three years but also 'What 

Imberhorne will look like in 2020'! There are very exciting 

times ahead. With the help of students, parents and 

community members; I am sure we will feel great pride in the 

achievements of our students as they progress through our 

school and beyond.



Introduction

Imberhorne expects its students to work hard to acquire the 

knowledge, skills and att itudes we, and those in the wider 

community, consider necessary for a full and meaningful adult 

life. 

In return we strive to ensure that every aspect of student 

achievement is recognised and rewarded by us and, wherever 

appropriate, by those outside the school. Thus we attach great 

importance to all aspects of students' intellectual, aesthetic, 

moral, physical and spiritual development. Above all else we 

recognise that achievements are fostered in a sympathetic and 

supportive environment.

We are keen to see parents involved in the life of the school and, 

as well as invitations to the many artistic, cultural and 

recreational activities during the year, we hold regular parents' 

evenings, briefing evenings and open days. 

We issue our regular newsletter 'CONTACT' and provide an 

exceptionally informative web site. Further to this, we have 

successfully piloted, and implemented, our Learning Gateway. 

This gives all parents and guardians secure online access to 'Real-

time' information about the attendance, academic performance, 

achievement and behaviour of their child. This will be available 

to families, throughout the school, from September 2010. Our 

Parents' Forum meets each term to discuss ways in which we can 

continually improve systems within the school. All families are 

invited to be part of this.

In addition we encourage parents to contact the school 

whenever they have a specific concern about their son or 

daughter; if they wish to discuss matters of a more general 

nature or, if they would like the opportunity to see the school in 

action.
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"Safeguarding procedures  
and their impact are outstanding." 

Ofsted 2010



"All teachers I have had contact with, work incredibly hard to  
offer a great learning experience at Imberhorne."  

Ofsted 2010

Students have the benefit of specialist Drama and Art studios, Information Technology 

rooms, a Sixth Form Media studio and a Sixth Form building comprising additional 

classrooms. There is also a lottery funded Multi-use Games Area, Athletics and Sporting 

facilities, all offering easy access to disabled athletes.

Improvements have been made to the Sixth Form Study and recreational areas. The Sixth 

Form and Key Stage 4 Careers offices are equipped with modern IT facilities and 

extensive libraries enabling further education and employment research. The Science 

laboratories have been upgraded and a Key Stage 4 Media room has been 

created. The Music Department provides modern recording and digital 

facilities. 

We continually try to improve the facilities and recent refurbishment 

programmes include a new Music Suite at our Lower School site, Key Stage 3 

and 4 administration office upgrades, Food Technology room upgrades and a 

new Electronics computer suite.

Imberhorne is proud of our extensive split-site computer network housing 

over 900 computers. Combined with our wireless network and cutting-edge 

Citrix® Remote Access system, it provides students with full access to an 

extensive range of software and digital resources the modern curriculum 

demands, from home or anywhere with an internet connection. 
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The curriculum

Imberhorne delivers the National Curriculum and much more, in an imaginative 

and stimulating learning environment. We believe in active learning and are 

convinced that students should learn through investigative work and problem 

solving wherever possible. This approach encourages a lifelong curiosity and 

spirit of enquiry, which is the basis of active and responsible citizenship and is a 

classroom strategy that enables students to acquire essential study and life skills.

We provide what we believe is an exciting and engaging curriculum with 

sufficient variation to offer appropriate opportunities and challenge to all our 

students.  Students can choose to study from an extensive range of 

qualifications and courses, some offered in partnership with other institutions.

Our Language College status means that we are a centre of excellence for 

language learning within the locality.  We offer extensive language learning 

opportunities to students in all Key Stages and are pleased to be able to provide 

access to languages such as Italian, Japanese and Chinese in addition to more 

traditional modern foreign languages.  Our language staff provide support to 

other schools through the form of outreach work and language conferences.  We 

believe that the emphasis we place on language learning reflects how important 

it is for students in the 21st Century to have an international perspective.

Outstanding academic success in the core subjects of Maths, English and Science 

is complemented by high levels of attainment in all other areas of the 

curriculum.  We are proud of our academic traditions but also keenly aware that 

our curriculum must meet the needs of all our learners.  We work hard to ensure 

that all students achieve their full potential and provide a wide range of courses 

that enable all students to be suitably challenged.  We are equally proud of the 

emphasis we place on developing students' wider skills and firmly believe that 

we must equip our students with the skills and experience of communication, 

teamwork and self reflection.  The developments of which are seen as a key 

focus of learning.

At Imberhorne we expect students to take an increasing responsibility for their 

own learning. As many will continue their education in universities and colleges 

when they leave, it is essential that students develop their independent study 

skills. In the early stages, this may take the form of homework, later it may 

involve the completion of examination coursework, and in the Sixth Form the 

undertaking of tutored research and investigation.

"The curriculum is  
outstanding in meeting  
the individual and often  
complex needs of all  
groups of students."  
Ofsted 2010
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Monitoring progress

We aim to ensure that all students, whatever their ability, fulfil their potential at 

Imberhorne. To do this we closely track and monitor the performance of each 

student.  Those we identify as not making the progress we expect are offered 

appropriate intervention and support.  The welfare and attainment of all students is 

at the heart of what we do.

Parents are able to access regularly updated information about their child's progress.  

We encourage parental involvement and will often invite parents into school for 

consultation and discussion.

Each student has a form tutor with whom he/she has daily contact. As well 

as their administrative responsibilities, tutors play a crucial part in providing 

guidance and support to their charges, and have a major role in the 

community action, work experience and careers education programme as 

well as the compilation of each student's Record of Achievement. In addition 

they provide the first point of reference for other staff and parents should 

they seek information about an individual student. All students have one-to-

one interviews with their mentor to discuss their learning and provide 

guidance and support.

Enrichment and support

Those students who are very able are given the opportunities to help them 

achieve the highest attainment levels in each key stage. We have a well 

developed programme for students considered to be gifted, talented or 

passionate learners.  They are able to access a range of enrichment activities 

in most curriculum areas that provide additional challenge.   

Those with learning difficulties receive support in a number of ways. As well 

as providing appropriate differentiated teaching materials, students may be 

helped through individual withdrawal from a class for a short while, by 

working in a small group or, in most cases, by the school's provision of an 

additional member of staff for in-class support. In each key stage there is one 

specialist teacher responsible for overseeing the work of children with 

special needs. With the help of parents, Imberhorne runs a reading scheme 

for students who experience difficulties with this aspect of their education.

"Students with special 
educational needs 
and/or disabilities make 
excellent progress 
because of the effective 
encouragement  
and support they receive  
from teachers and 
learning support staff." 
Ofsted 2010
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Key Stage 3

The first weeks in the secondary 

school are a vital time for students. 

At Imberhorne we work hard to create a welcoming, supportive and 

challenging environment for our new intake and we employ a number of 

strategies to help students to settle in quickly and minimise the stress of 

moving from the primary school.

With Years 7, 8 and 9, at the Windmill Lane site and a specialist staff who 

teach for much or all of their time with the younger age range, we are able to 

offer a carefully tailored introduction to life in a larger secondary school. We 

have close links with our partner primary schools. The Head of Key Stage 3 

takes special responsibility for this liaison. Senior staff visit all of the partner 

schools to talk to students and parents and Imberhorne staff also work with 

Year 5 and 6 students to develop a range of curriculum link activities which can 

act as a bridge between the two phases. Subsequently we invite the entire 

new primary intake of students to Imberhorne for a day's activities in the 

summer term. 

When students arrive at Imberhorne there is an induction programme to help 

the children sett le in. The Key Stage 3 emphasis is very much on breadth and 

balance in the curriculum. Students are taught in the widest possible range of 

subjects and we offer a variety of flexible learning opportunities. We put a 

particular emphasis on the development on thinking and learning skills in Key 

Stage 3. Students follow a learning to learn programme in Year 7 and Year 8. In 

Year 9 these skills are largely addressed through lessons and enrichment 

activities. Please see the enclosed booklet, Further Information, for the 

school's National Curriculum results at the end of the Key Stage and the latest 

comparisons with National figures.

This caring and supportive environment is further 

emphasised in the co-ordinating role of the Head 

of Key Stage and the Curriculum Support Team. 

Each Head of Year and a team of form tutors 

provide support and ensure that every effort is 

made to create close and continuing links between 

the form tutor, student and parents. Throughout 

Key Stage 3 a comprehensive system of merit 

awards is used to recognise good work and 

service.

"Very good transition arrangements exist from primary 
school and in the subsequent transfer to upper school." 

Ofsted 2010
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Key Stage 4

Imberhorne's tremendous record of examination success at GCSE is evident 

whether one looks at it in the local or national context. The latest available 

figures are given in the Further Information booklet.

There is flexibility in the curriculum which allows a degree of early 

specialisation, however, virtually all students take a broad and balanced range 

of subjects and a full complement of GCSE courses. All students must take 

Mathematics, Science and English Language. Most also take English Literature 

or Media Studies and students can opt to specialise in Languages, Humanities, 

the Arts or PE.

In addition to the above subjects, students have the opportunity to take 

vocational GCSE's in Leisure and Tourism and Health and Social care. There is 

a programme of twilight lessons after 3.00pm when the students can extend 

their knowledge in Languages, Science or Media. All students also study the 

use of Information and Communication Technology, a  programme of 

Citizenship, Religious Education and Physical Education. In this key stage, as 

elsewhere at Imberhorne, sport and the arts play a very important part in the 

life of the school. Please see the Further Information booklet for 

details about each subject offered in Key Stage 4.

Parents will be kept informed at regular intervals of their son's or 

daughter's progress throughout this key stage. All students will take 

summer examinations in their GCSE subjects in Year 10 and Mock 

Examinations at the end of the Autumn Term in Year 11. In addition to 

these school examinations there are a number of external GCSE modules 

which are taken throughout the Key Stage.

In Years 10 and 11 a great deal of importance is attached to the programme 

of careers education, work experience and community action. Students are 

encouraged to keep evidence of their achievements, both in and out of 

school, in a portfolio. 

This information eventually forms part of their Record of 

Achievement, a document students can use in their 

applications to the Sixth Form, colleges, or employment,  

All students also have the opportunity to take part in 

Challenge 21 - a West Sussex key skills initiative. 

"Students speak very highly of  
the support they receive."  
Ofsted 2010

11



Record of Achievement and Challenge 21 form some of 

the criteria for graduation. A Graduation Ceremony is 

held each year at the end of Year 11 to celebrate the 

contribution the students have made to the school. 

Working with Central Sussex College and Sackville School, 

and funded through the Learning and Skills Council (LSC), 

Imberhorne pioneered the acquisition of a vocational 

skills centre on the industrial estate in Imberhorne Lane. 

This joint venture enables young people aged 14+ and 

adults in the community to have access to a broad range 

of vocational programmes without the need for travel to 

Crawley. Increased flexibility is offered through a range of 

courses at the Crawley Campus of Central Sussex College 

and the farm at Oathall School. 

Sixth Form

Imberhorne is justly proud of its thriving and successful 

Sixth Form. Not only are students staying on in ever 

increasing numbers, but more and more are joining us 

from schools elsewhere. We offer:

•  Excellent academic standards - including frequent 

   admissions to Oxford or Cambridge.

•  Wide ranging academic and vocational courses.

•  Outstanding leadership and development opportunities.

•  Unrivalled support and guidance.

•  The advantages of a Specialist School.

The tradition of academic and personal achievement at 

Imberhorne is based upon a close partnership between 

staff, students and parents. Our Sixth Form is

"Students respect one another and the high levels of inclusion are central to the  
school's ethos and reflected at every level." Ofsted 2010
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"Sixth Form performance has 
shown exceptional improvement 
since the last inspection. All 
groups of students make excellent 
progress and attainment is high." 
Ofsted 2010

successful, energetic and innovative. Students join a lively and 

exciting group of young people who are involved in a wide range 

of activities, both within the school and the community. 

Extensive opportunities are provided to develop leadership skills 

along with imaginative challenges to prepare students for the 

future.

In the Sixth Form students work towards achieving academic 

targets based on performance in earlier courses and the quality of 

work completed during a Year 12 induction programme. These 

targets match the highest expectations set for Sixth Forms and 

Colleges. 

The choice of AS/A2 Level GCE and Vocational courses available in 

the Sixth Form is given in the appendix. If you wish to know more 

about these courses, please contact us for a Sixth Form 

prospectus.

Whilst we consider Upper School students form a very important 

part of Imberhorne, the Sixth Form does have a very distinctive 

life of its own. This is apparent not only in the separate suite of 

teaching, study and recreational rooms, but also in its distinctive 

curriculum programme and the teaching strategies employed. In 

addition to the wide range of academic opportunities, Sixth Form 

students at Imberhorne have a full calendar of social, recreational 

and community activities.

"All Sixth Form students 
make an effective 
contribution to the school 
or wider community."   
Ofsted 2010
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Imberhorne Lane

Windmill Lane

"Students feel safe, smile a great deal and are committed to a healthy lifestyle. The personal development 
of the individual student is outstanding and a key element in supporting the high achievement patterns. 

Attendance is above average and behaviour is excellent." Ofsted 2010
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