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It seems remarkable to 
me that another school 
year is coming to an 

end so quickly. The summer holiday and time to 
relax for staff and students is just around the 
corner but there is still a 
lot going on in school.  As I 
am writing, Year 9 students 
have returned from 
Challenge 2009 in Cumbria 
and the Brecon Beacons 
where they took part in a 
range of outdoor 
educat ion pursu i ts. 
Another 80 or so students 
were engaged in 
International Activities 
Week (a Chinese day for 
some; Indian cuisine or 
traditional Indian dance for 
others). Since many staff were away on these trips 
we  reorganised the timetable for Year 7 and 8 who  
took part in a variety of enrichment activities in 
ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψaƛƴƛ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ²ŜŜƪΩΦ  Turn to page 

2, column 1  

Imberhorne students are supported in achieving their full potential and we value all forms of success 
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The Headteacher  
Mr Jon Ford 

www.imberhorne.co.uk 
e: info@imberhorne.co.uk 

The annual Year 11 Graduation ceremony took 
place on 5th May 2009 in the Millennium Suite 

of the Copthorne Hotel 
Effingham Gatwick. The 
venue proved to be a 
superb setting for the 
celebratory evening. 
 
Mrs Ginnie Waddingham, 
East Grinstead Town 
Mayor and Councillor, 
presented the graduation 
certificates to 209 of our 
Year 11 students.  79 
students graduated with 
Merit and  64 with 
Distinction.  The evening 

progressed to celebrate 11 outstanding 
students, with the Ann Bolt Shield for Record 
of Achievement being awarded to Heather 
Greener. Heather was chosen for her effort 
and achievement as part of the school 
community and for the time and energy she 
puts into helping others in the wider 
community. Turn to page 2, column 2  

Year 11 Graduation Ceremony, 
May 2009 

Uniform purchase 
and collection 

dates after  
22nd July 

Please turn to page 11 

ONLINE STUDENT 
FINANCE for all  

Year 13 students. 
Please turn to page 
10 

I think it has to be said and most would agree, 
that the Exhibition of Art and Design from 

GCSE though to 
AS, A2 Fine Art 
and Applied Art 
and Design is one 
of the most 
exciting there has 
been for years. I 
congratulate all 
the students and 
staff that have put 
so much time and 
effort into some 
fantastic and  
adventurous work.  
 

This year saw a change in the course for AS 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ΨCƛƴŜ !ǊǘΩ ǘƻ ŀƴ Ψ¦ƴŜƴŘƻǊǎŜŘΩ 
course where they have been challenged to 
step out of their comfort zones and 
experiment with new disciplines and 
expressive style on a large scale. Turn to page 5. 

Art Competition and Exhibition 
2009 Ms G Kirwan-Taylor 

On Wednesday 3rd 
June, the Musician of 
the Year Competition 
and Concert took place 
involving nearly 80 
students.   
The evening was a 
great success; the 
standard of performing was the highest it has ever 
been and there was a huge, very supportive 
audience made up of family, friends and staff. In 
the first half, the Samba Band opened the concert, 
followed by the Year 8 Cappella Group and all the 
students performing in the competition. Turn to page 

3, column 2 

KS3 Musician 
of the year  
Hannah Jenkins and  
Ben Ferris, KS3 students 

IMBERBURSARY  
available to all 
students. Would  
you like financial 
assistance  
to carry out research 
into something you 
feel passionate 
about? Please turn  
to page 10 

Imber200  
Imber200 is a 
source of funding 
for the school that 
benefits all the 
members of our 
school community. 
Imber 200 is 
operated by the 
ImberExtra sub-
committee... Please 
visit the website for 
details: > Home 
page > parents > 
school funds 

Heather Greener with Cllr Waddingham  

Stephanie Gibbs, Yr 11 GCSE Art prize winner  

KS3 Sports Awards 2009  
Mr C Marshall 

Sports Awards 2009 were once again an 
opportunity to reward the outstanding sporting 
talents of our girls and boys in Year 9. Previous 
winners of these awards have gone on to represent 
England at World Cups... Turn to page 13 

TERM DATES AND 
INSET DATES 

Please turn to page 11 



 

The summer break gives the Premises Team an opportunity to 
bring about improvements in the condition of the buildings.   
 
There will be refurbishments and upgrades in some of our ICT 
facilities and a considerable amount of redecoration on both 
sites.  The Governors and I have been working with WSCC 
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ¢ŜŀƳ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ Ψ/ŀƳǇǳǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ 
the way forward to improve our buildings and facilities.  The top 

priority is to provide a modern Sports 
Hall at Imberhorne lane.  This will 
require significant funds to be raised 
from various sources and it is hoped 
that there will be more news on this 
proposal during the autumn term. 
 
I hope that all of our students feel they 
have made progress in their studies 
this year.  I hope the Year 7 students 
have felt welcomed and have taken 
advantage of new opportunities and 
made new friends.  I hope the Year 8 
students have stretched themselves 
and taken part in a way that has taken 
them out of their comfort zone.  I 
hope that the Year 9 students are 
excited about the prospects of GCSEs 

and the new challenges and opportunities of KS4 that lies ahead.  
As Year 10 take their summer exams and then go onto work 
experience I hope they will reflect on their progress so far and 
come back with an enthusiasm to achieve their full potential in 
their GCSEs next year. 
 
I wish all those students in Year 11, 12 and 13 success in all the 
exams they have taken this summer and hope that they will go 
on to the next stage of their education with confidence and 
determination to do their best.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish all those connected with the school a good 
and restful summer break and look forward to welcoming 
students back for the start of term on 3rd September. 

The Headteacher 

During this period also, the Jazz Band performed in Paris, joined 
by four Swedish visitors on work experience who helped out with 
the various activities. Year 8 students also recently returned from 
ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘǊƛǇ Ψ[ŀ DǊŀƴŘŜ 5ŞŎƻǳǾŜǊǘŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ 
a few of the activities in the very busy life of Imberhorne School.   
All these activities are possible because the staff are willing to be 
flexible and give up their time so generously because the 
students are such a delight to work 
with. 
 
Earlier in the term we said goodbye to 
our Year 11 and Year 13 students as 
their formal lessons ended and they 
prepared to sit their GCSE and A level 
examinations.  These are now 
completed and we all wait with 
anticipation of a bumper crop of 
successful results in August.   
 
The end of Year 11 was celebrated in 
our customary way with the 
graduation ceremony, this year at the 
Effingham Park Hotel, followed by a 
wonderful final assembly, which is run 
by the students with the Boat party in 
London that evening.   
 
hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ Ψƻǳǘ-ŘƻΩ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
spectacular arrivals; we even had some students arrive by 
helicopter this year.  Year 13 celebrated at the end of their exams 
with a meal and dance at Barnsgate Manor.   

We will be saying goodbye to a number of colleagues who will be 
leaving us at the end of this term.  Mrs C. West and Mrs S. 
Sleeman are retiring from teaching in the Textiles Department.  
Mr Zharkov (Physics Department) has accepted a position at 
Ardingly College and Ms A. Comber has decided to take a career 
break and will not be returning from maternity leave.  Ms V. 
Small is leaving to do a PGCE, we wish her well in her studies. Mrs 
S. Ford is leaving the SEN team and Mrs D. Gasson, who retired a 
few years ago but continued teaching part-time, has decided to 
step down after many years of outstanding teaching in the Drama 
Department. 

Sid Gregg is also retiring in early 
September after 25 years service. He 
was originally employed as an assistant 
caretaker, operating at both school 
ǎƛǘŜǎΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ άƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƎƻƛƴƎέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ŦƛǊŜ ƛƴ 
1988. In 1999 he was appointed the 
Premises Manager at Windmill Lane. 
Despite some periods of poor health 
Sid has always maintained the high 
standards he sets himself. We will all 
miss him and wish him the very best for 
the future. I am very grateful for the 
many contributions all these colleagues 
have brought to the life of Imberhorne 
School over the years and wish them 
well for the future. 

This summer we are also celebrating the careers of Mr Gascoyne 
(Geography) and Mr Petford (Art) who both retired  in the last 12 
months but have continued to teach part-time and will continue 
to do so in September.  From September, Mr P. Johnson will be 
Head of Year 10 and Mr C. Marshall becomes Head of Year 8. 
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Year 11 Graduation May 2009 

{ƘŜ ǊŀƛǎŜǎ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎΩ ŎƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŀƴŘ 

Africa. The evening was a resounding success and a wonderful 

tribute to our students, watched and enjoyed by many proud 

parents.  There were a few nerves as 

the students prepared to collect their 

certificates from Councillor 

Waddingham, but every one of them 

walked with pride and returned to their 

seats with a smile and sense of 

occasion. 

Speakers during the evening included, 

Councillor Waddingham, Mrs P Jones, 

Head of Key Stage 4, Mr Jon Ford, 

Headteacher and Mr P Johnson, Head of 

Year 11.  Councillor Waddingham 

congratulated the students and shared 

with the audience her fond memories of 

the school as an ex-student, 

commenting on her positive experience of the young people at 

Imberhorne and in the town of East Grinstead.  

To view images from the Boat Party, please visit the school website 

via: Home page >  News > News & Events Focus > Yr 11 Boat Party 

 

KS3 musicians at the Year 11 Graduation Ceremony 



 

KS3 Musician of the Year Competition 

After a short interval the second half progressed. This included 
the orchestra, the choir, and a flute and piano duet played by 
Amy Booer and Sarah Hargreaves.  The woodwind quartet, 
which included Lucy Townsend (who played with a broken 
finger!), Sarah Quickfall, Lois Nicoll and Lois Plummer, 
performed a piece by Mozart.  Hannah Jenkins and Elly 
Warboys performed a Mazas violin duet.  Before the results 
ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘΣ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎΣ [ǳŎȅ ¢ƻǿƴǎŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ !ƭŜȄ 
Constable, also performed. 
 
The judges of the competition were Miss Barwell, Mr Keating 
and Mr Walsh.  They faced a very difficult decision process!   
Congratulations to the overall winners: Emily Strachan who 
won the grades 0-3 category, Gemma Thomas who won the 
grades 3-5 category and 
Lois Nicoll who won the 
grades 5-8 category.  The 
following students also 
received awards: Alice 
Calvey, Sarah Quickfall. 
Sophie Kariolis, Paul 
Deshmuk-Reeves, Callum 
Duncanson, Izzy Bezer 
and Max Oulton.   
 
Mr Ford, who presented 
the awards with school 
governor, Marion 
Pankhurst, concluded the evening by saying how impressed he 
was with the standard and that everyone was a winner.  

On Friday 12th 
May 2009 
Imberhorne 
School Orchestra, 
Choir and Jazz 
Band performed 
at The Ardingly 
Show in front of a 
large audience. 
This was quite 
frightening but 
extremely good fun. 

The Ardingly Show Amelia  McGuffie, Year 7 

The Minaki-Kisarawe Orphanage Grand Raffle has been drawn 
and the winners notified. Thank you to everyone who 
purchased tickets. The raffle raised in excess of £900! The 
following winners received: 
 
Scenic flight in private plane along the south coast - C. Stewart. 
16GB iPod plus iTunes voucher - D. Reilly. 
Samsung Tocco mobile phone - D. Kemp. 
MP4 player - R. Hooper. 
Nokia 6500 mobile phone - S. Hamblin. 

On Sunday 17th aŀȅ aǊ tΦ .ȅǊƴŜ όŀƭƛŀǎ Ψ.ŀǘ DƛǊƭΩύ ŀƴŘ aǊ bΦ 
/ƻƭƭȅŜǊ όŀƭƛŀǎ Ψ{ǳǇŜǊ DŜŜƪΩύ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ IŜǊƻŜǎ wǳƴ ƛƴ 
Brighton in good time. Despite the strong winds and torrential 

rain, the runners carried 
ƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŀƛƴ 
ōŀǊǊƛŜǊΩ  to raise money 
for good causes and the 
Fragile X Society. Thank 
you for your support. 

On Monday 15th June, John Noble, the next President of the 
East Grinstead Lions Club, presented our Minaki student group 
with a cheque for £500 as a thank you for helping out at the 
Lions Mayfair. The money will go towards the fund to bring the 
Minaki students to the UK in 2010.  

The Minaki-Kisarawe Orphanage Grand 
Raffle Ms A Brown, Head of Year 13 

East Grinstead Lions cheque presentation 
Ms A Brown, Head of Year 13 

άIƻƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǇŀƴǘǎ .ŀǘ DƛǊƭΦΦΦƛǘΩǎ IŜǊƻŜǎ 
wǳƴΗέ Mr N Collyer 

NON-UNIFORM 

DAY THANK YOU 
to all students and staff 

for helping raise 

£1,924.26 for the Fragile 

X Society. To learn about 

Fragile X and how you 

can get involved, 

please visit: www.fragilex.org.uk/default.aspx 
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We played and sang a variety of songs which we had been 
practicing for many weeks. During our day we got to walk 
around and have a look at all the other stands at the show. 
There was food, clothes, gifts and animals to look at. 
 
Having the chance to take part in the show was brilliant. On the 
stage many people sang solos and in groups. If I had the 
opportunity to take part in the show again I would definitely do 
so, it was so amazing to be able sing and play our instruments  
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻƴ ŀ ƭƛǾŜ ǎǘŀƎŜΦ ²ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎΩ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ 
to our various performances was very rewarding. We also got 
the opportunity to watch other acts on the stage performing 
dancing and singing. The experience of this trip has given me 
much more confidence for future shows. 

Wednesday 24th June 2009 will be a night to remember for 
Year 13 students.  The students, all looking stunning, travelled 
ǘƻ .ŀǊƴǎƎŀǘŜ aŀƴƻǊ ±ƛƴŜȅŀǊŘ ƴŜŀǊ ¦ŎƪŦƛŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭŜŀǾŜǊǎΩ 
dinner followed by dancing until midnight. 
   
The evening started with Bucks Fizz and photos on the terrace, 
taken by our in-house photographer, Bob Mainstone.  At the 
end of the meal, Elliot Kafetz and Sharon Parsanka were 
crowned Prom King and Queen with Simon Bell and Ellie Cobb 
as the Prince and Princess. The atmosphere throughout the 
evening was fantastic and all the students commented on what 
a fabulous night they had had.  

Sixth Form Prom Barnsgate Manor  
Mrs A Walker, Head of Sixth Form 

Thanks go to the Senior Students, Nick, James, Louise and 
Karima for all the work they put in to make it such a 
memorable evening. A particular thanks goes to Jan Houliston 
for all her work in ensuring everything ran smoothly. 

Almost 250,000 students take 
part in this annual national 
competition.  It encourages 
mathematical reasoning, 
precision of thought and 
fluency in using basic 
mathematical techniques to 

solve non-standard problems. The problems are designed to 
make students think (and sometimes smile). The top 6% 
nationally are awarded a Gold certificate, next 13% Silver and 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ нм҈ .ǊƻƴȊŜΦ LƳōŜǊƘƻǊƴŜΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜΦΦΦ 

The United Kingdom 
Junior 
Mathematical 
Challenge Mr P Hall 

Gold certificate 
N. Trueman Y7 
D. Slocombe Y8 
J. Cornell Y7 
L. Jackson Y8 
D. Pearce Y8 
E. Hochkins Y8 

Silver certificate 
S. Birch Y7 
P. Deshmukh-Reeves Y8 
J. Horton Y8 
J Green Y8 
D. Kaul Y7 
H. Bryant Y7 
S. Dawson Y8 
R. Ferreira-Pontes Y8 
J. Rowsell Y8 
L. Merry Y7 
K. Quin Y8 
S. Becker Y8 
M. Reed Y8 
E. Verrells Y8 
O. Brown Y8 
P. Davey Y8 

Silver certificate (contd) 
W. Dawson Y8 
L. Evans Y7 
A. Taylor Y8 
A. Duffy Y8 
E. Hewitt Y8 
N. Warner Y8 
J. Bhangra Y8 
M. Oulton Y7 
D. Payne Y8 
D. White Y8 
J. Best Y8 
R. Clancey Y8 
M. Price Y8 
 
Bronze certificate 
/Φ hΩ5ǿȅŜǊ ¸у 
V. Woods Y7 
E. Clarke Y7 
B. Fletcher Y8 
M. Keetley Y8 
J. Rolfe Y8 
S. Arter Y7 
P. Ghandi Y8 
J. Hattam Y7 



 

Art Competition and Exhibition 2009 

The diversity of work this year should 
also be highly commended, particularly 
within the A2 course where students 
became heavily involved in subjects 
that were innovative and personal to 
them.   
 
Ceramics and fashion have featured 
heavily at both levels for the students 
studying Applied Art and Design and 
there have been some extremely 
impressive and imaginative creations on 
show this year. It also needs to be said 
that the work on show in the exhibition 
is a result of months of painstaking hard 
work, developing ideas, experimenting 
with new ways of working and analyzing 
the work of others - the stunning work 
in the exhibition is merely the icing on 
the cake. 
 
I would like to thank Reed Business 
Information for kindly donating two 
prizes again this year, to students 
whose work they will display in their 
offices for the next year. The first prize 
given may come as no surprise as this 
D/{9 ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾȅ 
of many around the school for her 
impeccable skill in drawing; The GCSE 
prize went to Stephanie Gibbs for her 
portrait in pencil with butterflies. The A-
Level prize went to an extremely 
diligent student in Year 12 who has 
developed greatly this year: Katie 
Roberts for her eye-catching painting of 
London crowds.  Congratulations to 
them both.  
 
If you have managed to find the time to 
ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ L 
ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ LΩŘ 
like to take this opportunity to thank all 
involved in putting up the display.  
 

 
! ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪΦ aƻǊŜ 
can be viewed via the Homepage on the 
school website 

Katie Roberts, Yr 12 A-Level Art prize winner  
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